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PBEFACE. 



It tiaving been remarked to the Author of the tbl- 
lowiug pages, that his observations at the close of his 
Third SermoD, upon the apparent neglect of Tlieo- 
logy as a study amongst the younger members of the 
University, were liable to misconstruction, he takes 
the opportunity afforded him, by printing his course 
at the desire of several Irienda, to explain more at 
large, than the nature of a discourse from the pulpit 
allowed, the views he entertains, concurrently witli 
many other persons, on the above subject. He hopes, 
however, in doing so, to be understood not as casting 
any reflection upon what may have hitherto seemed 
the supineness of the governing body of the Univer- 
sity on this question, but rather as seeking to make 
it the object of general discussion, with the confident 
expectation of its leading, under the Divine blessing, 



to the adoption, at no very distant period, of effectual 
measures for supplying so material a deficiency in the 
character of our Institution. It appears to him that 
we can hardly with consistency lay claim to the title 
of being a " seminary of sound learning and religious 
education," without making instruction in religion of 
at least equal importance to tliat in the other branches 
of our academical system of tuition. 

But since it is contended that as much is already 
done in this department, as is compatible with the 
amount of acquirement sought for from the general 
mass of our students, after little more than three 
yeara' residence id the University, the object of the 
writer of these remarks would be sufficiently gained, 
if a distinction were made between those wlio are 
candidates for Holy Orders ', and all other classes in 
the University, and that not until after taking their 
Bachelor's degree. 



' " At least one half the sta- 
(lents ill the university are de- 
signed for the Church, ant! no 
provision (the lecttires of the 
Norrisian professor alone ex- 
cepted) is made for their pro- 
fessional education. This is a 
deficiency in our academical 
system, which, in the present 
state of public opinion on this 



important subject, it will he 
impossible long to overlook. 
We believe that there are few 
members in the university who 
are not prepared for the adoptioa 
of the most pronipt and decisive 
measures for the effectual re- 
medy of so great an evil." — 
Peacock on the Statutes nf Ike 
Utiiversifi/ of Canibrid(/e,p. 168, 



He proceeds, with submission, to give the details 
of a plan, by which it has appeared to himself that 
the desideratum, now so generally complained of, 
might be supplied ; and which is not, as far as he is 
aware, open to the objections which have been taken 
at various times to the several propositions by which 
it has before been attempted, though without success, 
to accomplish the same most desirable end '. 



' Professor Peacock's recom- 
tnendation of " regular couraea 
of lectures to be given every 
year," on certain subjects bear- 
ing on Theology, would be 
wholly unobjectionable, if it 
were not for the option allowed 
of attending them as undeigra- 
duates, which (as stated in 
Sermonlll. p. 62,63.)we cannot 
but feel would have a tendency 
to interfere seriously with the 
sound mathematical and classi" 
cal education, that should fonn 
the frame-work of every one's 
mind, before directing it to any 
specific application, whether in 
speculative or practical di- 
vinity. 

A residence also of an entire 
year, beyond tiie period now 
required for graduation, is more 



than the means, or eiren the 
present average age of our stu- 
dents intended for the Church, 
would warrant us in requiring. 
This last point has been justly 
noticed in a Sermon before the 
University, by the present Bi- 
shop of Gloucester, who there 
calls attention to the want of 
aome efficient training in di- 
vinity in our body ; but, alas, 
six years have since elapsed, 
and his earnest and affectionate 
appeal has not yet been re- 
sponded to by any efiort to 
adopt the suggestions so kindly 
made. — See Sermon at the In- 
stallation of Marquis Camden, 
by the Right Rev. J. H. Monk, 
D.D., Lonl Bishop of Glou- 
cester. London, 1835. p. 17 — 



I PROPOSED PLAN FOB THE IHTRODUCTION OF A SySTEHA- 
TiC STUDY OF THEOLOGY IN THE UNIVERSITY, BY 
STUDENTS DESIGNED FOR THE CHURCH, AFTER TAKING 
THEIR B.A. DEGREE. 



In all proposals that have been made for introducing^ the 
study of divinity in any material degree into the University, 
during the three years' residence of undergraduateship, we 
are fairly met by the difficulty of determining the amount 
to be required of all classes of students, without endangering 
their steady application to the other acknowledged branches 
of a liberal education; while if, during this same period, an 
attempt were made to discriminate between the different 
professions, it would either lead to a disguise of the real aim 
of the student, (in many cases, indeed, unknown to himself, 
or undetermined up to the time of taking his degree,) or 
would put the candidate for orders in a disadvantageous 
position as regarded his prospects in college, from having 
had demands upon his time, to which his competitors had 
not been subjected ; whereas it was rather for Uie particuhir 
benefit of theological students that much of the benefactions 
of our foundations was bestowed, and certainly never con- 
templated by the donors that their bounty should be coun- 
teracted by what would thus prove in many cases an exclu- 
sion of the very persons for whom it was designed. 



STUDY OF THEOLOGY, &c. ix 

On tliese grounds it lias been hitherto, perhaps wisely, 
determined to adopt no plan for the systematic cultivation 
of Theology, during the ordinary period of residence requi- 
site for obtaining the ^rs( degree. 

It follows then, either, that we dispense altogether with 
what might reasonably be considered the chief object of an 
institution, professedly designed for training up a supply of 
the regular Clergy of the land. ; or, some method must be 
adopted] by which a short course of divinity may be engrafted 
on the stock of acquirement already possessed in the other 
branches of learning by the recently graduated B.A, 

And this, we think, might be accomplished, without inter- 
fering, more than would be expedient, with the established 
order of studies in the University, or increasing materially 
the expense already unavoidably incurred in completing 
the academical career; a thing as much as possible to be 
deprecated, especially when alTecting a class, whose parents, 
from obvious causes, are often least in a condition to bear 
any addition to their burdens in this respect This last, 
indeed, added to the apparent inconvenience of retaining 
a large number of graduates in the University for any length 
of time, has acted hitherto as the principal obstacle to assign- 
ing the period after taking the degree for the exclusive atr 
tention to this object. It has been always looked upon as 
the legitimate season for such a purpose ' ; the difficulty has 



I " An open competition in 
theological knowledge, at a Biiil- 
able period o/Ict- all the other 
trials of juvenile proficiency, will 
be found at once the most effec- 
tual and the most practicahle 
measure." — Mones Sennon, p. 
19. 



Formerly " the Bachelors of 
Arts were strictly confined to re- 
eiJencc, Uke all other students," 
{Peacock, p. 10.) and then, of 
course, a due attention was eaeily 
obtained to theology, without in- 
terfering with the other ncademi- 
col pursuits. Besidence was even 
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been the accommodation of any plan to the already existing 

arrangements in the various colleges. 

To meet these objections, one remedy suggests itself, in 
allowing a discretionary power to the tutors of the respec- 
tive colleges to dispense with the residence of such Bache- 
lors, as, from a variety of considerations, would be in- 
convenienced by a longer detention in the University. Their 
re-appearance however would be required at tlie examina- 
tion, immediately to be spoken of, when a certificate ' of 
approval would be assigned them, if sufficiently qualified. 



)nly prolonged Co the period 
of graduating as B. D., which, 
with the esercisEB required for 
that degree, aHowed of ample 
means for the careful study of 
Divinity. Indeed, our forefathers 
appear as much to have exceeded, 
as we to fall short of, what would 
be an adequate provision for thia 

= Here we cannot forbear ex- 
tracting another passage fromPro- 
fesaor Peacock's remarka on this 
interesting subject, asit must meet 
with the cordial approbation of all 
well-wishers to the Church. " We 
further would recommend that all 



candidates for holy orders should 
be examined by the several pro- 
fessors on the subjects of their 
respective lectures* ; and that joint 
certificates, which, in certain case*, 
would be certificates of honourf, 
signed by the lehole body qf ex- 
amiaers, should replace the pre- 
sent certificate of the Norrisian 
professor. There can he no rea- 
sonable doubt, but that such an 
arrangement would receive the 
unanimous approbation and sanc- 
tion of the archbishops and bishops 
of our church." Obarrvattaiis, &c. 
p. 169. 







■nbj ecu might be mcquired by the ncm- 




rerid«( B.A;i from the sevoral buoks 


taiumcnt, which ia ikt present In b meii- 


treolinK on them, though doubilwa, an 


lura woertMnible from Dlber trials open 








rlasses ammged nlphahclicall)., simitar 


in view, would be tbe prerenbU ccniiw. 




t ThcM rfionU be wiy raiWff be- 


Uld Aoi* mj/iaaaty, arcnx to be the 


sLowcd, Hnrl with txtrpine caution, u 


more dninble pl«i. 
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without respect to residence^, or attendance on any IcctiireH 
beyond those of the Norrisian Professor, (as at present,) and 
which would be most conveniently and profitably attended 
in the Lent Term, immediately following the degree. 

The examination might be conducted about the division of 
the Easter Term ; and should be open to t\\sfree attendance 
of all persons who have graduated not later than during the 
previous Lent Term'. The examiners to be tlie several 
professors in Divinity, who might be assisted by those of 
Hebrew, Arabic, Greek, and Moral Philosophy, with two or 
more Masters of Arts, to be appointed annually by the dif- 
ferent colleges, according to tlie cycle of Proctors, and with 
the approval of the Senate. These last to receive a cer- 
taiu fixed stipend ; which, willi the other expenses incident 
to the examination, might be defrayed by a small fee upon 
every certificate of approval that should be granted'. 

The sul)jects for examination (which should be in the 
Public Schools,) to be permanent, and conducted by a union 

' See Note 3, p. 10, of Profea- the BubjeetB of ihem, would be 

Kor Peacock's " ObserVHtioiiB on considered aa an indispensable 

the Constitution of the Univer- gaalifitatioa for admission to the 

sily." ' ckvrck. There can be little doubt 

' Leaving it open to the candi- | but that the adoption of euch a 

daleE to postpone tbeir examina- , ayHtem would promptly raise the 

tion at pleasure, should they funeral Gtaiiilard of the theological 

prefer a longer time than two attainments of thone who are can- 

Terms, with the intervening vaca- | didates for holy orders, and would 

tioD, for preparing themselves in i enable the Uoivereity to do justice 

the subjects, or not immediately i to the most imporlBUt of its func- 



determine on pursuing the 
try as a profession. 

^ " In all cases, a certificate of 
attendance upon thelectureH,aniI* 
of a sufficient acquaintance with 



of the two great 
natioDal nurseries for supplying 
the church with a well-trained 
and learned clergy." — I'eacoek, 
OhspTvalions, &c. p. l/O. 
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of viva voce with printed papers, as in the Previous Lxaml- 
nalioR, embracing tlie Greek Testament, with general know- 
ledge of Scripture ; the Articles in Latin and English, 
supported by texts of Scripture ; a short Church history ; 
some select portions of Hey's Lectures, Hooker's Eccle- 
siastical Polity, and Butler's Analogy ; with composition 
in Latin prose^, and an English Sermon, upon one of 
three different texts, to be selected at the discretion of the 
examiners'; a reasonable familiarity with these subjects, 
with the addition of the Norrisian professor's Lectures, to 
be essential to a certificate of approval. 

This would be an admirable addition to the present form 
of College Testimonials, which, whatever be the pains taken 
in granting them, it is notorious, by no means warrant the 
conclusion that the persons receiving them possess all the 
qualificatiooa for the ministry whicli they describe. Where- 
as, the certificate of approval by examiners, appointed from 
the University at large, which would now accompany them, 
would not only be a security against the inequality of regu- 
lations in particular colleges, respecting testimonials for 
orders, but would always be a sufficient guarantee that the 
possessor was at least qualified in respect of attainments for 
appearing before the Bishop. 

This is of course not intended to supersede the private 
episcopal examination, but would tend much to relieve 
the labour of their Lordships, and give uniformity to their 



■ See Appendix, pp.113, 113, 
' As much, at least, as this ia 
now required by most of the 
Bishops for deacon's orders, and 
for which candidates now fre- 
quent]/ offer themselves within a 



less interval from the degree than 
that now contemplaled, and which 
speedy entering upon their pro- 
fession, it is one of the present 
writer's objects to check. 
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mode and practice of examining;, (a point higlily to be 
desired, though at present almost unattainable,)— while the 
University itseif would escape the now but too just imputa- 
tion of throwing off its own shoulders upon the Right Rev. 
Prelates, the entire odium, as well as the toil and responsi- 
bility, of ascertaining the fitness, in respect of acquirement, 
of all candidates olFeiing for the ministry ; whom their Lord- 
ships are thus compelled either to reject, at great personal 
inconvenience, or to accept, to the still greater prejudice 
of the Church. 

To which may be added, that the candidates for orders 
would thus be early apprised of the nature of the examina- 
tion they would have to undergo, and not, as under present 
circumstances, be subjected to the uncertainty in this respect, 
which arises from their not knowing the particular diocese 
in which their Title will place them, and consequently the 
course of reading recommended, and amount of attainment 
required, by such Bishop as they may then have to appear 
before. We believe the inconvenience arising from this 
source is felt to a very serious degree, nor does there ap- 
pear any remedy for it, except from the adoption of some 
such plan as that above suggested. 

The Lectures of the professor of Moral Philosophy, and 
the Lady Margaret's professor of Divinity ', with Biblical 
Criticism, and the Oriental languages, would be added for the 
advantage of those seeking distinction, and a stimulus and 
guide to their studies ; but would not be exacted, in deter- 
mining the line of exclusion from receiving the above 
certificate. 

As it has been stated, that residence up to the examina- 
' Theselectureahavektelybeen the early Fathers. — See IntToduo 
u|)on the writingB and opinions of | Hon to the Cowge, &c. 1S40. 
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tion wouM not necessariltf lie required ; so, on tlie other 
liand, it must not be lost sight of, that a profitable and 
worthy occupation of their time would thus be afforded in 
those cases where certain students are umivoidaily detained 
in tlie University, for the purpose of keeping one or more 
terms, after having; passed the examination for B.A. degree'; 
and upon all of whom, an attendance at the lectures, to 
be given with a view to this examination, might be fairly 
enjoined. Another advantage resulting from this short 
residence after the ordinary degree, would be, the enabling 
the authorities of the several colleges to notice more par- 
ticularly the moral conduct and general behaviour of those of 
ita members who were about to apply for College Testimo- 
nials ; as they would now become, for that period, aepanited 
from the rest of their respective years, and be distinctly 
understood aa candidates designed for Holy Orders, a fact 
before neither always ascertainable, nor perhaps altogether 
expedient to be too minutely inquired into. 

We have already recommended the attendance upon the 
Norrisian professor's Lectures during the ^?-s( of the two 
terms preceding the examination, and which would in this 
case become more generally profitable than it is possible 
for them to be at present, whatever may be the ability of 
the lecturer, when attended as a mere matter of form, and 
usually during the Jlrst year's residence in the University, 
liecause there is then most leisure at command, not because 
they are then most likely to be heard witli profit or atten- 
tion. To these might be added, either in this, or the fol- 
lowing term, (besides the lectures of the professor of 

' At Oiford, nne terin'a lesi- iora, before proceeding to their 
dence in slill reqmred of all liache- i M. A. degree. 
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Moral Pliilosnpliy, and the Liidy Margaret's professor of 
Divinity,) tlic encouragement to a voluntary^ frequenting 
of tlie lecture- rooms of the otlier professors in tho Uni- 
versity, who treat upon subjects collateral to the study of 
diviuity, ur (which is only less desirable than the other) 
such as are calculated to create, in the future clergyman of 
a parish, an interest in the objects of art and nature, to 
which his own neighbourhood may be particularly adapted 
to invite his attention. 

It may be further remarked, that the use of tlie Public 
Library is, at tlie time we are speaking of, now first con- 
ceded to such members of the University as would be thus 
retained amongst us, in Iheir ovm rifflit, avoiding thus an 
opportunity and means of study, if duly appreciated, ia 



' We do not recommend the 
attendance on any of these lee* 
turee, except the Norrisian, being 
compulsory ; a auiBcient audience 
would always be drawn by able 
lecturers, when their subjects had 
now become connected with a 
public examination, and could be 
taken up by the reeldent members 
oftbeUniveraity,afterl)eingreleaa. 
ed from their attendance on college 
lectures, and without the danger 
of interfering with their aeademi- 
cal prospects, the sole or principal 
reason why the lecture-rooms of 
the present most talented and 
zealous professors are often »o 
thinly attended. 

The present Lady Margaret's 
Professor of Divinity, and the 
Professors of Anatomy, Chemis- 
try, and the Jack am 
of Ei[)erimental Philosophy, 



only be mentioned, rfi a place 
where their merits as lecturers are 
so well known, as instances illus- 
trative of the hopeless prospect of 
a.n enlarged attendance on lectures 
of general interest previously to the 
attainment of the lir^t degree. It 
ie confidently anticipated by the 
writer, that all these studies would 
find a ready welcome with one or 
ajiother of those designed for the 
quiet life of a clergyman, if they 

tTansplanted frum the trial in the 
Senate house, into the immediate 
ajid monopolising engagement of 
a cure nf souls. 

On the advantage of attending 
courses of lectures with a view to 
atiitmliitmg tnguiry, See the re- 
markn of Professor Blunt, An 
r-i— .Ajc/ion to a Course of Lec- 
tin, pp. 13—15. 



\ 
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itself sufficient to compensate for many of tiie objections, 
to wbicli a prolonged residence might otherwise be held 
liable. Might we not add, that the College Libraries are 
also capable of being made available to the same purpose, 
containing, as most of them do, theological works of liigli 
value, but almost inaccessible, to the ordinary reader, from 
tbeir rarity or price. 

With regard to the apprehension of considerable expense 
being incurred, in addition to the cbargeableness of an 
academical education, already in some instances oppres- 
sively felt; —it has been suggested to the writer of these 
remarks, that this formidable objection might be obviated, 
by a general alteration ^ of the period at which residence 
should commence in the University, from the Michaelmas to 
the Lent Term, whereby a portion of the time and expen- 
diture, now required for the ordinary degree, would, in the 
case of candidates for the Church, be simply transferred 
from their first year's residence (as now calculated) to the 
period between graduating and passing the theological ex- 
amination ; while, in all other cases, an entire relief, to this 
extent, would be seasonably afforded, as well as to those 
even of the other class, who should make it their option to 
be non-resident during the above interval. 

It would, we believe, be found in practice, that, supposing 



' Something similar to the plan 
proposed in the teit, h recom- 
mended by Dr. Peacock, p. 151, 
under the head of contemplated 
" Changes in the B.A. degree," 
but tboBe changes appear to the 
present writer to involve a aerio us 
objection, in throwing the final 
n for ordinary degrees 



into B season of the year when 
the body is relared, and the mind 
least calculated for intense appli- 
cation ; while also a variety of in- 
ducements to idleness are then 
held out, equally unfavourable to 
continued mental exertion. Sm 
Aj^endix, p. 111. 
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tliis plan adopted, no arfditional cost would arise, even on the 
most unfavourable supposition, of a continued residence up to 
the examination at the division of the Easter Term next fol- 
lowing the B.A. degree. For in point of actual time, the 
interval from October to January, and from February to 
May, (in both cases inclusive,} is the same; and if the 
latter months appear to involve tbe consideration of two 
quarters, whereas tbe former embraces only one, it must be 
remembered, that, under the working of tbe present system, 
the charges to the incepting Bachelor for tbe quarter in 
which he takes bis degree, are nearly the same, (commons 
excepted,) whether he reside or not; so that the proposed 
change would merely have the effect of transferring to the 
Eaater Term, after his degree, the charges now incurred 
during his first Michaelmas Term. 

There are other pounds upon which the above sugges- 
tion might be adopted with advantage, independently of its 
bearing on our present object', but we would wish to avoid 
' It has been justly complalaed 

of, that accordiDg to the present 

practice of usually commencing 

residence in October, the Uni- 
versity, and individual colleges, 

during the MichaelmaBTerm, are 

overloaded with members, to the 

unavoidable detriment of either 

the new comers, commonly called 

freskmen, or those who are about 

taking their departure, and who 

are known by the name of qaes- 

lionUlf. 

In some colleges the latter are 

summarily ejected from their 

rooms, which had been tenanted 

by them during three years, to 

make way for the former, and 




this, most inconveniently, at a time 
when they are preparing for their 
approaching degree, and are in no 
condition to suffer the loss of tii 
which such change inevitably en- 
tails upon them; in others, the 
opposite, but not less objectionable 
course, is adopted, of sending the 
/reskmeti to shift for themselves 
in lodgings about the town, until 

college sha]) be vi 
ted, by the present possessors 
taking their degree after the en- 
suing Christmas ' 
lorn frequently the means of pro- 
moting habits of irregularity 
amongst the novices to a college 
life, which they would not have 
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embarrassing tlie main question before us with any consider- 
aiderations tbat may be open to unforeseen difficulties. 

We are not seeking to introduce fundamental and ill- 
digested reforms in place of the establiaiied usage of the 
University; we ratlier call upon its members stare sdpeh 
VESTiGiis ANTiguts, from which (in an evil hour for the in- 
terests of religion) it appears to have widely departed. 

Nor do we think anything would be gained to the cause 
we are advocating, by the mixture of theological studies to 
any definiteamount, with the other requirements for a degree, 
as is the case at the sister Univeteity; — to theprejudice, we 
are satisfied, of the sound learning and Etability of judgment, 
which an exclusive devotion to the classics and mathematics 
united, is so admirably calculated to bestow during the years 
of elementary education. We nevertheless cannot but feel, 
that, on a comparison in the eye of the public, our own Uni- 
versity must, in respect of attention to this branch of its 
duties, be invidiously contrasted with its ancient rival, if 
not witli the Foundations which have arisen in our own 
times, and which have wisely made attention to Divinity a 
main element in their constitution '. 



been eq ually exposed to, if accepted 
at once within the gates and walls 
of their respeclive colleges, 

Tlie tutors and lecturers also 
are, from the same circurastanc«, 
unnecessarily encumbered by the 
inUux nf a large additional body 
upon their lecture-rooms, to the 
manifest detriment of either the 
first or last comers. Four distinct 
years now call for their attention, 
which in the Lent and Easter 
Terms had been effectively direc- 
ted to hut thrff : and, whether it 



be the freshmen, or the queslion- 
ists, that are the GuSerers by the 
present arrangement, it ia in 
either case much to be regretted, 
and seems to call for immediate 



' The University of Durham, 
more especiaUy, undertakes the 
theological training of its students ; 
while in the Ijondon Universitj-, 
though the study of divinity is 
not cotnjmUory, there is consider- 
able encouragement held out to 
all who make it their object, and 
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It would be 9uper8uous to allude to the industry with 
which the Romanists, and many of our dissenting commu- 
nities, direct the professional education of those designed for 
their ministry, if it were not tliat comparisons as to the 
degree of our respective tlieological attainments, are fre- 
quently drawn, to the disparagement of the clergy of the 
Establishment, by those, who, ready enough to cavil without 
cause, are not sparing when a just ground of censure la 
thus afforded them. Perhaps if the practice of English 
prose composition were more general amongst us, (eis it 
would become, if an oTiginal sermon were an essential part 
of the eiiamination as above proposed,) we should hear less of 
the complaint now referred to, and which, it cannot be denied, 
is not altogether without foundation. 

Something more, too, than is now done, would be accom- 
plished, it is to be hoped, in the study of Hebrew', and 
the other Eastern languages ; for the encouragement of which 
provision is made, though on a scale very inadequate to the 
importance of the subject, not only in ttie University, but 
in many of the Colleges: without, however, leading to any 



exanuoBtions are regularly eata- 
bliahed (or tUie purpose i which 
are respectably attended. A ibeo- 
logica! seminary, we believe, has 
receotly growD up at Chicbeater, 
and at Wells, (and has been me- 
ditated in other cathedral towns,) 

meet the wants of tbose, who 
obtain little or no aBsiatance at 
the Unirecsity, preparatory to 
entering a profession requiring 
Buch varied attainmenta and ac- 
complish men te aa that of the 
Cbiircb. But these local esta- 



bUshtnents, it must be remem- 
bered, aa they do not offer the 
enlarged advantages of an Uni- 
veraity on the one hand, so are 
also liable to serious objection on 
other grounds of at least equal 



■ Formerly "every MasWr of 
Arts was required to be a diligent 
and daily hearer of the lectures 
of the profesBora of Theology and 
Hebrew during tbe five years of 
his regency." — Peacock on the 
Statutes, &c. p. 12. Alao p. 88. 
No(e 1 . 



STUDY OF THEOLOGY 



material results, an tlie main body of our students are ll 
ried away, many of them immediately into the Church it- 
self, upon taking their degree ; and, previously to that time ' 
it would have been destructive to their academical prospects, 
to add to the already oppressive requirements of private * 
and public tuition. 

In bringing to a conclusion onr observations upon a sub- 
ject, (whose paramount importance could alone excuse the 
length to which we have allowed ourselves to be carried in 
the discussion of it,) we would only further remark, that not 
the least of the advantages likely to accrue from the adop- 
tion of some such a plan as that now submitted for the con- 
sideration of the University, would be the raising in this place 
a Jixed standard of theology in accordance with the true spirit 
of the Reformed Church, under which our candidates for 
Orders might be early disciplined to range. It cannot be too 
deeply lamented, that the want of some such systemalic 



' "There are always Home stu- 
denta who make theology, even 
whilst undergraduates, their prin- 
cipal study, and who highly dis- 
tinguish theniBelvBS in these es- 
arainations ; they are rarely, 
however, eminent for their success 
in other academical studies." — 
Peococi, p. 164, Notei. 

No doubt this latit fact is mainly 
attributable to the mtemiplion 
titus caused to the appointed stu- 
dies of the place, as alluded to in 



tlie tf 

' We lament, equally with Pro- 
feaaor Peaeocls, the present alarm- 
ing abuse of this Hysteui, the trtke 
remedy for which has been pointed 
out in an able letter signed B. D. 



published in the Cambridge 
Chronicle of Feb. 6th, 1841. By 
the suggetstion there made, being 
carried into effect, the Colleges 
would be in a condition to provide 
more efficiently, than they can at 
present afford to do, for the main- 
tenance of additional Lecturers ; 
who would, by a judicious classifi- 
cation of their pupils, be enabled 
to perform, ai a eery Irifiing coat 
per head, all that is now done by 
the generality of Private Tutors, 
whose least charge lor the three 
terms, is now more tkimfimr time* 
the amount paid for all the public 
tuition in the Colleges during the 
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organisation, has contributed much to increase, if it has not 
absolutely led to, that internal disunion in the ecclesiastical 
section of the kingdom, as advantageous to the enemies, as 
it is distressing to the best friends of the Church. 

The adherence to some generally recognised principles, 
and the removal of much vagueness and laxity of opinion, 
now too prevalent amongst us, would, we conceive, be one of 
the first fruits, under God's favour, of a body like the Uni- 
versity co-operating in the laudable task of training a por- 
tion of its sons with an express design for the ministry ; and 
the present writer will ever have reason to be most thankful, 
if these pages shall have been made in the smallest degree the 
means to bring about a result so devoutly to be wished. 

Christ's College, Cambridge, 
Feb. 20, 1841. 
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SERMON I. 



OBLrCATION TO CHARITY. 






!3, 24. 



And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in 

Aliralifmi afar off, and hniatiis in hia besom. And he cried 
and said, Father Abraham, have niercy on me, and send La- 
zarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool 
my lonjj'ue ; for I am tormented in this flame. 



L 



There is something more startling than ordinary, 
when compared with similar portions of Scripture, 
in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, as given 
by the single Evangelist St. Luke ; and it is intro- 
daced by our Saviour with an abruptness and decision 
not commonly observable in his manner. It was to 
the covetous Pharisees that the application was prin- 
cipally directed : but our Lord's disciples were also 
present at the time ; and it was clearly designed by 
Christ as a comprehensive moral lesson to all. 

There is no other of His parables, ttiat we re- 



member, where He seems to have risen (so to speak) 
so much above Himself, none where His language is 
so commensurate with tlie occasion. 

We do not find it to have been His ordinary prac- 
tice to alarm His hearers by gloomy and terrific pic- 
tures of future judgment. He came to bring peace 
upon earth, and glad tidings of good things; and His 
general habit appears to have been, in accordance 
with this, to display rather the riches of His kingdom, 
and the blessings in store for His faithful followers, 
than to point out, or at least to dwell long upon, the 
desperate condition of those who should wilfully 
despise and reject the offer of grace. 

Yet as this last was also no doubt a principal object 
of His mission ; inasmuch as the benevolent purpose 
of salvation to all, and remission of sins, required no 
less the warning of the wicked than the encourage- 
ment of the righteous, it is far from being altogether 
overlooked or neglected by Him ; though, from His 
shedding tears upon the foreseen and impending fate 
of Jerusalem, with His weeping and groaning at the 
grave of Lazarus, the brother of Martha and Mary, 
we are led Justly to infer how much more congenial 
it was to His heavenly disposition to feast on scenes 
of happiness, than to contemplate the darker picture 
of punishment and death. He simply, when the 
opportunity arises, — if that can ever be simple which 
baa to tell of an eternity of suffering, as well as of an 
eternity of bliss, — He simply, we say, as a general 
rule, states the fact, as One having authority, that so it 
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is, and so it must be, charging His hearers in solemn 
but affectionate terms that they believe Him, and 
repent for their own sakea : " I tell you, except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish '." 

And thus, on all occasions of His preaching to His 
disciples or the public on the subject of a future dis- 
tribution of rewards or puuishments, according to 
the things done in the body, there is no attempt, no 
eftbrt made on His part to magnify or give a colouring 
to the account He delivei-e to them ; nor yet on the 
other hand any studied and imnatural reserve on 
those points, any casting of the thick veil of mystery 
over His discourse, in order to excite in the imagi- 
native mind an eager and strained curiosity which 
might prove the fruitful parent of horrors, greater 
than the real liistory was calculated to produce. 

His revealed report of that awful day of judgment 
— the very end and soul as it is of all existence, and 
to be received, as He knew, thenceforth for ever 
upon His testimony, as of one speaking that which 
He alone could "know," and testifying that which He 
alone had "seen ' ;" since "no man hath ascended up 
to heaven, but He that came down from heaven, even 
the Son of man which is in heaven ';" — this report, 
strange almost to tell, is principally delivered to us 
in parables, couched in plain and ordinary language, 
and the interpretation obvious and simple ; certainly 
altogether devoid of those adventitious ornaments of 
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style aiid circumstance which wo are accustomed to 
look for, and meet with, in tales of eastern origin. 

Such, then, being allowed as His almost universal 
custom, we are justified, we think, in attributing a 
greater degree of weight and authority to those more 
rare instances, in which {not without reason doubt- 
less) He appears to have deviated from His usual 
course, and invested his expressions with an unwonted 
degree of solemnity. And of this class, in a remark- 
able manner, is the history now under consideration. 

There the words stand in the commanding majesty 
of truth, uttered by the Son of God Himself, uncon- 
tradicted to this day, and to remain a monument of 
human obstinacy and incredulity to the latest age. 
Well might our Savioar say, " If I have told you 
earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye be- 
lieve, if I tell you of heavenly things ' ? " 

We need not spend time in detailing the circum- 
stances of a parable more than any perhaps in the 
Bible familiar to us all. 

Which of us does not remember from his child- 
hood the story of Dives in torment, and Lazarus in 
Abraham's bosom ? They become almost from our 
lisping infancy as household terms upon our tongue ; 
a thing heard and received ae a matter of course ; but 
alas ! like other mattei-s of course, we there dismiss 
the question from our minds, though treating of a 
certain and fearful judgment to come, and opening 
to U8 the most hidden things of an invisible world. 
' Ji)liniii. 12. 
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Hence it is, tbat it has become the conviction of 
many, that the passage before us is figurative', a sort 
of allegory, exhibiting indeed a mystic shadow of that 
which is to be, but in no ^vay to be taken by wise 
men as an actual representation of the truth. And 
from this delusive, self-flattering conception, has gra- 
dually arisen an almost total disregard of the warning 
here meant to be conveyed ; a notion, nay more, a 
prevailing opinion, that God, who is to be the Judge 
of all the earth, is a God of mercy and goodness alone, 
and not also a God of vengeance ; and that as He 
"willeth not the death of a sinner," so neither is it 
reasonable to suppose that He will hereafter consign 
him over to eternal pains and penalties for his sin. 

But whence does it appear to have been any part 
of our Saviour's character to trifle thus with His 
hearers ? Where else do we find Him indulging in 
flights of fancy, and entertaining or alarming them 
by fictitious descriptions ? We esteem the rejiort 
exaggerated, because forsooth we know of nothing 
analogous to it, except it may be the story-books of 
children, or the no less childish dreams composing 
the mythology of Greece and Rome. 

And so, because we know of nothing like it, it 
cannot be true, and it is idle to attach importance to 

' Hooker, Ecclesiast. PoHt. B. V. iO. " I hold it for a most 
infallible ntle, in expositions of sacred Scripture, that where a 
literal consirui;tiDti will stand, the fiinliest from the letter is uom- 
monly the worst." 
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it; it was a tale told as in the nursery, and lias no 
concern or interest for our riper years ! 

But was it to infants, to babes, and sucklings, that 
our Saviour told the tale ? Were the Lawyers, and 
Pharisees, and Scribes, so young in the knowledge of 
truth ? were their underBtaudings so unmatured and 
green, that visions of heaven and heli were chosen 
for the alphabet of their instruction ? Were they 
the people to give ear to an imaginary, a fanciful re- 
presentation of another world? would they listen in 
childlike simplicity to a fabulous detail of paradise on 
the one hand, with angels and the departed blest ; 
on the other, the place of the damned, a sea of flame, 
the wicked writhing in torment, and agonized with 
thirst, and a great impassable gulf between them ; 
and all this presented in one view, the tortures of 
the one, and the calm repose of the other, set off and 
enhanced by all the power of an unimaginable con- 
trast ? We will not believe it. Let it be for the 
infidel, the careless, the indifferent, to explain away 
or soften down such awful revelations as these; and 
bring them within the reach of human apprehension 
and everyday occurrence. 

It little becomes the Christian to modify and ex- 
tenuate the language of Christ ; still less is it the 
business of the Christian minister, (as some by their 
ftrecept, if not their example, would persuade us,) to 
disguise or keep back these passages of his appointed 
message, from a mistaken sense of delicacy, a fearful- 
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DesB to deter or offend by declaring the whole mystery 
of our Faitb. 

Such were not our Saviour's instructions, when He 
dispatched His first ambassadors to spread the light 
and heat of His Gospel through the uttermost parts 
of the earth, bidding them go teach all nations whatso- 
ever He had taught them. Nor was such the practice 
of St. Peter and Kt. John, when they answered boldly 
the " rulers, elders, and scribes ','' and said unto them, 
" Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken 
unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For we 
cannot but speak the things which we have seen and 
heard '." Let those unfaithful stewards who would 
act otherwise, remember, that Christianity suffers as 
certainly by our withholding any part of what it has 
revealed, as it would by our inculcating what it has 
not. The whole truth, as well as nothing but the truth, 
is required of us ; and he is but an imperfect witness 
to its evidences who shrinks from the painful and 
unpalatable, stating only or chiefly the more pleasing, 
more popular, and therefore moze fashionable argu- 
ments in its behalf. 

"The work of the ministry ."says one of the brightest 
ornaments of our Church', "consists in two things, 
in threatenings or comforts. The iirst is useful for the 
greatest part of Christians, who are led by the spirit 
of bondage, and tear to do evil because of wrath to 
come; which grows out of love to themselves. The 

' Acta iv. 0. = Atls iv. 19, 20. 

' Jii:Kii:>iY Taylor. Introduction In Iiia Christian Consolations. 
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second is fit for the best ChristiauB, that are led by 
the spirit of love ; who endeavour to do righteous- 
ness, because they love righteousness, and to be like 
unto God, who they know is only good, (which grows 
out of the spirit of adoption,) and obey as sons and 
daughters, and not as servants. Our Saviour and His 
Apostles insist sometimes on the former way, threat- 
ening the impenitent, yet qualifying it with tidings 
of peace, if they return and amend their lives," 

And thus it is precisely in the case we are con- 
sidering to-day ; where a mixed inducement is held 
out of enjoyment and of suffering, though the latter 
is in this instance more prominently brought forward, 
probably because the audience at the time contained 
a larger proportion than ordinary of that class, to 
which, as we have just seen, that style of preaching 
most forcibly applied. 

It is true, that had not so much been revealed to 
us, and on such authority, human ingenuity would 
not have presumed even in thought to approach so 
near to the fathomless depths of eternity ; much less 
should we have ventured to stand thus upon the 
brink, and bid others stand by us, wtiilo we gazed 
upon the horrors beneatti. 

But these revelations being given with the rest of 
Scripture by inspiration of God, and \tTitten ex- 
pressly for our learning, what apology can we justly 
make for selecting this spot, more than any other, 
from which to keep aloof, except that it is unpleasant 
to dwell upon it ? Why say here, more than else- 
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where, " thus far will we go, and no ijarther ?" We 
must indeed " put the shoes from off our feet" when 
we draw nigh to such a mysterions neighbourhood, 
and tread such holy ground ; but we are not forbid- 
den to " turn aside and look at this great thing," 
this burning, but never consuming fire ! The terrors 
of the region of the departed wicked, we repeat it, 
were not announced by Christ in such glowing terms, 
to be blotted out, as it were, by His ministers from 
His Gospel, aa a statement too dreadful to be true ; 
any more than the bliss of paradise was set forth in 
native and inviting loveliness, to be shrouded by an 
impenetrable curtain from the prying eye of the pro- 
fane. Our subject, as our office, is twofold ; our 
picture incomplete, if we rob it of the advantage 
which belongs to it from its just apportionment of 
light to shade. Such is the method adopted by the 
inspired writers, and where shall we seek for fitter 
models ? The Psalms, the prophets, the writings of 
the Apostles are all conducted on this principle; 
and surely we shall not act amiss in following their 
example, albeit at the distance M'hich must ever 
subsist between the word of inspiration, and the 
feeble efforts of man. 

Leaving then on the present occasion the voice of 
Scripture to be heard for itself, where any attempt to 
enlarge upon it would only weaken its effect ; we 
will, with permission, rehearse the parable as it stands, 
without paraphrase or comment, up to the passage 
we have adopted for our text : and (hen make such 
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a brief application of it, as, by God's grace, may be 
practically useful, thougb, strictly speaking, perhaps 
no character exactly corresponding to that of the 
Rich man, still less, tbanks be to God, the squalid 
and abhorred misery of the other, is here to be found 
amongst us. 

The story, it will be remembered, is this: " There 
was a certain rich man which was clothed in purple 
and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day; 
and there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, 
which was laid at his gate, full of sores; and desiring 
to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich 
man's table : moreover, the dogs came and licked 
his sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar 
died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's 
bosom : the rich man also died, and was buried ; and 
in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments', and 
seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of 
his finger in water, and cool my tongue ; for 1 am 
tormented in this flame," 

The plain and indisputable lesson to be drawn from 
which, divested of names and persons, is this ; that we 
are not warranted in living to ourselves alone in this 
world, and that we therefore commit not negative, but 
positive sin in doing so ; seeing that we owe it as our 
bounden duty to God, to have an eye of compassion, 
and a hand of relief, to the wants and necessities of 
others: that if poverty and sutTering are inflicted 



here by God as a trial of faith, hope, and patience, 
80 wealth or competency are alike a state of proba- 
tion, being appointed as the surest, and almost only 
test of charity, self-denial, and thankfulness : that, 
lastly, as the humble submission to the one wiU be 
rewarded by God's countenance and blessing in 
heaven, in an eminent degree ; so, the abuse and self- 
appropriation of the other will assuredly meet too 
with its well-earned retribution hereafter, in the tor- 
menting agonies of hell ; the pains of which, it ap- 
pears from what follows, will be irremediable and 
eternal. 

We want nothing further than these words, if 
we believe them, to reconcile all difficulties in the 
mysterious dispensations of Providence ; they are 
abundantly sufficient of themselves to silence all 
objections {even if imsupported by any additional re- 
velation) to the apparent inequaUty of fortunes in 
this present world ; the occasional, and otherwise un- 
accountable, excess of favour bestowed here upon 
one, while a proportionate degree of disfavour or per- 
secution is the allotted, and seemingly unavoidable, 
inheritance of another. 

But we are not left to draw this inference from the 
above parable alone ; it is the burden of innumerable 
passages of Scripture, and more especially of our 
Lord's discourses : " Woe unto yon that are rich ! 
for ye have received your consolation. Woe unto 
you that are full I for ye shall hunger ;" but " Blessed 
are ye that hunger, for ye shall be filled'." 
■ Luke vi. 24, 2.'i.3nd21. 
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But why single nut individual and isolated texts to 
illustrate one of the first doctrines of the Christian mo- 
rality, as not the preach iog only, but the evident and 
constant practice of its earliest professors sets forth? 

And let us not be told here that it is to assign 
merit to our works of charity, if we thus insist ou the 
necessity of them. Where consists the merit, where 
the boasting, in doing that which we are under ob- 
ligation to do ? It is not in order to take heaven 
by force, that we are charged to " give alms of our 
goods, and never turn our face from any poor man ' ;" 
to be ready to give, and glad to distribute ; " laying 
up in store for ourselves a good foundation against 
the time to come, that we may lay hold on eternal 
life ';" " making to ourselves friends of the mammon 
of unrighteousness' ;" but it is to show that our heart 
is right with God, that we believe the word He has 
given UB, " nothing doubting," and wherein it is ex- 
pressly enjoined us so to do, as a proof of our love to 
Him ; it is to testify that we have that rare degree of 
faith, which (in contradiction to the seeming paradox 
of the case) will demonstrate to the world at large, 
that, by imparting to the needy, our store is not 
diminished, but lent at interest to our heavenly 
Father, who will restore us fourfold ; that there may- 
be " that scattereth, and yet inereaseth," as on the 
other hand, " there is that withholdeth more than is 
meet, but it tendeth to poverty*:" a faith, in short, 
the fruit of that indwelling trust in God, which 

' Tobil iv. 7. i-omp. Malt. v. V2. Acts x. 4. M Tim. vr. 18, ig. 
' Luke xvi. f). ^ Prov. xi. 21. 
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acknowledges, (though it iidmits not of proof to the 
worldly eye,) that " He is not unrighteous to forget 
our work and labour of love, which we have showed 
toward His name, in that we have ministered to the 
saints, and do minister ' ;" that " inasmuch as we did 
it to the least of these His brethren V' we felt and be- 
lieved that we were doing it unto Christ. 

And that this is all which is intended to be taught 
on this mnch, but needlessly agitated question of good 
tvorks, by certain able and exemplary writers, whose 
tenets and doctrines have been recently, T had almost 
said disingenuously, called to account from this place, 
I appeal to their own statements ^ andwhatismore, to 
their lives to maintain ; and fear not their acquittal, 
at least on this score, if not on others, at the mouth of 
every candid and unbiassed inquirer. But it would 
carry us beyond the limits of our time and subject, to 
pursue this topic further. The language of the para- 
ble before us is at least incapable of misapprehension, 
or misconstruction. So on it, at any rate, we may 
safely "take our stand," without feeling groundless 
alarm at the apparent " tendency^" of its assertions to 
the " dangerous errors of Romanism," the pernicious 
doctrines of purgatory, works of supererogation, or in- 
vocation of Saints. We sha.ll have occasion, as we 
proceed with the history, to show why the Rich man 
is represented as making Abraham the object of hia 

' Heb. vi. 10. ' Matt. x>v. iO. I 

■ See Tracts for the TimeB, No. 80. p. 68. § 4. 

* Sermons by Professor Scholefield at Cambridge, Not. 1840. 
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application ; wiiile the answer he met witli to his 
prayer is of itself conclusive, that the saint had not 
the power, granting that he had the inclination, to 
oomply with his request. 

But our immediate purpose is the application of the 
parable, which we hold to be universal, and to in- 
clude all ranks and classes of society ; though per- 
haps at first sight it may not appear to do so. We 
said indeed, that neither a Lazarus, nor precisely to 
the letter of the example here oifered for our warning, 
was perhaps the " rich man clothed in purple and 
fine linen" to be found amongst us. 

But is there one person present who can say from 
his heart, that he believes the words of our Saviour 
in no sense appertain to himself? Observe, there is 
no middle ground mentioned ; but a very rich man, 
and a very poor, are taken as extreme cases, for the 
better illustration of the vice of covetousness, thus 
denounced by our Lord ; but surely mthout meaning 
thereby to exclude all others. We must be classed 
with the former, if we decline to be reckoned with 
the latter. 

For if it be very possible to stand in need ourselves 
of the charitable assistance of our neighbour, without 
belonging to the number of the poorest of the poor ; 
so, doubtless, is it open to us to display all the sin 
of avarice and greediness, though neither rolling in 
luxury, nor faring sumptuously every day. And if 
we speak in common parlance of the "middle ranks" 
of society, there is no such term recognised here, or 
13 
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elsewhere in the Bible. In fact, in this period of 
advanced civilization, the middle classes of society, 
if we may adopt the expression, are those most nearly 
corresponding to the condition of the Rich man. 
Their wants in general are fewer, their happiness 
more unalloyed, their independence greater, and there- 
fore their liberty of doing what they will with their 
own, more unrestrained than that to be found in any 
other station of life. They are amenable to God 
alone for the chief part of their conduct, and have 
most frequent opportunities of doing Him service. 
Public observation, and pubhc opinion, do not press 
upon them, as upon the stars of the fashionable world ; 
they are not hound by " customary usage," to maintain 
at vast cost a luxurious establishment, and live in all 
the pomp and circumstance of ceremonious, cold ex- 
travagance. Their dinner of herbs, if it be so, with 
love and content, has more of real enjoyment and 
satisfaction in it (and this is their portion " every 
day,") than the stalled ox of the wealthy, with the 
hatred, the envy, the heartlesaness that too often 
attend it. 

Which then of these, let it be asked, comes near- 
est to the spirit of Abraham's observation, " Son, re- 
member, that thou in thy life-time receivedst thy 
good things ?" Let them answer for themselves, and 
if they deny our inference, and challenge a more re- 
stricted and particular interpretation of the words, let 
the proposal of an exchange of conditions, which they 
would without hesitation reject, convince them of 
tlieir error, and put them to silence and relmke. 
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It is idle to claim exemption from a divine, as fi-oni 
a human law, on a mere verbal quibble, and techniiral 
distinction. The code of Christianity is not so nar- 
row in its enactments, so confined and limited in its 
application. Full gladly, we ween, would the rich 
man have doffed his " purple and fine linen," and 
adopted the beggar's weeds in lieu of them, could he 
have escaped thereby the dreadful day of visitation ; 
as kings have been known to assume on an emer- 
gency the garb of peasants, the better to avoid the 
detection of their keen and urgent pursuers ; thank- 
ful if, with the robe of state, they could for the time 
have shaken ofT their personal identity. Whoever 
then is not prepared to renounce his humbler dress, 
and assume in its stead the trappings of nobility or 
royalty, to him we must feel the parable does apply, 
however he may persuade himself to the contrary. 
He admits his enjoyment of life to be greater in his 
present condition, than it would be if he were to be 
transplanted to a higher ; he allows that his are " the 
good things," and thereby pleads guilty to the charge, 
which he may one day hear in the judgment, " I was 
an hungred, and you gave me no meat : I was thirsty, 
and YOU gave me no drink : I was naked, and you 
clothed me not : I was a stranger, and you took me 
not in '." 

But where are we to seek for the poor sufferer to 
be relieved? for him who has "his evil things" in 
this life, in order, it would appear, to be rewarded 
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hereafter, if he bear his hard lot with patience ? Alas! 
he is not here, it may be, to plead his cause for him- 
self; nor even to display in silent helplessness hi8 
" wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores," which 
could speak with a tongue of their own, and utter a 
language above all words, " which have not beea 
closed, neither bound up, nor mollified with oint- 
ment '." But shall we hope thus to escape the con- 
demnation of Abraham ? — Surely, no. It is not 
because the laws and decencies of a Christian com- 
munity remove these painful, let me not say disgust- 
ing, spectacles from our doors and our gates, that 
they cease to exist ; — it is not because such objects 
are out of eight, that the parable no longer applies. 
" For the poor," we are told, " t-liall never cease out 
of the land *:" " the poor," we know, " we have always 
with US '." " Therefore," says the Lord, " I command 
you, saying. Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy 
brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land *." 

It is thus that the Almighty, in a way peculiarly 
His own, carries forward the economy of His earthly 
household. It is thus that He makes man the steward 
and dispenser of His bounty towards his fellow man; 
teaching him to apjily even his superfluities to the 
best account, making them subservient to the praise 
and glory of the Giver. 

And shall it yet further be asked, to whom among 
us does this office, this privilege, belong ? 

' Isaiah i. 6. ' Deut. xv, II. 

* Matt. xxTi. 11. ' Ibid. XT. 11. 



Whichever of us is not an immediate object of 
relief himself, is assuredly in some sort in a condition 
to relieve more or less the necessities of others ; and 
if he hug himself on his immunity from " the evil 
things" of a Lazarus, let him beware that he is not 
adding daily to an accumulative responsibility, when 
a reckoning comes to be made out in the Judgaient 
of his performances and his means. 

This is no appeal to your charity, your benevolence, 
on the instant ; but intended (under God's blessing) 
for a higher, a holier, a more enduring purpose. It 
was not to provoke the Pharisees to any immediate 
good work, any momentary ebullition of liberality, to 
die with the effort that produced it, that our Saviour 
thus addressed them. His aim was to establish a 
principle, to check the growth of a wide spreading 
distemper, by introducing a corrective into the very 
heart and nature of man. 

And we should take blame to ourselves if in a 
place bke this, abounding as it does with opportuni- 
ties, we were to omit bringing solemnly forward this 
grand feature of our religion, this third foundation- 
stone of Christianity. 

There are amongst ourselves who are beholden to 
charity, in its widest acceptation, for all the blessings 
of food, of raiment, of intellectual culture, that we 
here enjoy. But, noble and princely as they are, 
there is a danger peculiar to these our institutions, 
lest, teaching us everything hut want, they be too 
apt to make us grow forgetful of, or callous to, the 



OBLIGATION TO CHARITY. 

wants of others. Had it ever been the blessed for- 
tune of the Rich man to have lacked perchance " a 
cup of cold water ^ " himself, it is possible he might 
have understood, felt for, and relieved the sufiferings 
of the wretch lying at his gate. He saw him there 
daily, hungry, thirsty, fainting, diseased, and naked, 
but, like the Priest and Levite, he passed by on the 
other side, though clad himself in warmth and finery, 
and pampered with gluttony and ease. 

Nor need we to be reminded, — at this season in 
particular, when from the full bounty of our founders 
and immemorial observance of the time, our halls 
have been groaning with plenty, if not profusion, and 
we too have been " faring sumptuously every day," — 
that there are, if not at our gates, yet in our streets, 
our workhouses, our gaols, our hospitals, hundreds, 
nay thousands, who are thankful if they have water 
to cool their tongue, while with starving palsied hands 
they would be fiiin to pick up the crumbs which fall 
from our table. 

Alas, may the God of all mercy avert, that it be 
not our's to be tormented through eternity in the 
burning fiery furnace, " eating ashes for bread, and 
mingling our drink with weeping S" while it is their's 
to be comforted afar off in the guest chamber of the 
blest, companions of Abraham and the saints, and 
honoured with the chief seat at that heavenly 
board ! 
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Then he said, 1 pray thee therefore, father, tliat tliou wouldest 
send liim to mj father's house : For I have five brethren ; that 
he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place 
of tonnent. 



The first answer with which the Rich man's applica- 
tion was met by Ahraham, was, as we saw in our 
last, an appeal to the justice of God's dispensing 
Providence, and a gentle reminding of him that it 
was now come round to be his turn to suffer unpitied, 
as it had before been his to revel in luxury, while 
Lazarus was reaping his heritage of woe : " Son, re- 
member that thou in thy lifetime reeeivedst thy good 
things, and likewise Lazarus evil things ; but now he is 
comforted, and thou art tormented." No other charge 
is urged against him, but only this negative one, that 
though himself having abundance of the good things 
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of this world, he had nevertheless contentedly suffered 
a poor man like Lazarus, of whom no ill but his 
poverty and misery is recorded, to sit daily under 
his very eyes, but not invited under his roof, desiring 
in humble modesty to be fed (and we are not so 
much as informed that even this privilege was con- 
ceded to him), not of his alms and charity, but of the 
refuse which fell from his table, and wliieli we are 
elsewhere told waa the portion of the very dogs of 
the household'. Whereas, it is clear that the amount 
of his means, with the Bmallness of the demands upon 
them ', was such, as not only to have allowed of his 
relieving this poor destitute, but of maintaining many 
a needy pensioner, and succouring from his super- 
fluities many a starving family. For it may readily 
be believed that he who could thus overlook beggary, 
brought to his very doors, would not be over-studioua 
to seek out objects of relief in more remote situa/- 
tions. It is well when charity does not end at home, 
but it will be rarely found, if it do not at least l)egin 
there, to have any root or existence in more distant 
quarters. 

Unwilling however that the Rich man should any 
longer rest upon the delusive hope of mercy, now 
too late implored, Abraham adds a second, and more 
conclusive argument, to his former ouo : the thing 
sought for waa not only unreasonable, but impracti- 

' Matt. XV, 27. Mark vii. 28. 

' Because, not speakiag of his own faiiiUy, it is presumed he had 
none to provide for. 
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cable. "Besides all this, between us and you there is 
a great gulf fixed ; so that they which would pass from 
hence to you, cannot, neither can they pass to us, that 
would come from thence." Words conveying, as 
plainly as it is possible for language to express it, the 
eternal and unalterable condition of the future state, 
the fixed and irreversible sentence upon death, and the 
consequent utter worthlessneas of masses and offer- 
ings for departed souls, when even the prayers and 
bitter penitence of those souls themselves are thus 
unavailing; and disregarded. 

Finding from the repulse his first petition had met 
with, how too truly there was now no hope for him- 
self, not of even an abatement or mitigation of his 
torture ; the miserable sufferer next betakes himself 
to another and different request : " I pray thee there- 
fore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my la- 
ther's house : for I have five brethren ; that he may 
testify unto them, lest they also come into this place 
of torment." 

The appeal is a touching one, and would have been 
taken as an index of much goodness of heart, had it 
been the first petition be had offered. But, alas, even 
in death his "ruling passion" was strongest within 
him ! Selfishness, while living, had been his besetting 
sin, and the voice of selfishness is the first heard cry- 
ing from the tomb. A drop of water to cool his own 
tongue was a consideration, with the man who had 
lived only to himself, prior to the hope of reclaiming 
his five brethren, and his father's house, from the in- 
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evitable consequences of persisting in a sensual course, 
like his own. It is not till foiled in the poor attempt 
to gain a momentary, a miserable gratification for 
himself, that the idea occurs to him whether he may 
not possibly be now of some service to others. 

It 19 a point however we think worth noticing at 
this period of our progiess in tlie story, that the text 
fairly leads us to the conclusion, that no inconsider- 
able portion of retributive punishment hereafter, will 
be the recollection, (and, as we shall see, the unavail- 
ing recollection,) of those bygone scenes of our earthly 
career, those companions of our pilgrimage, who were 
journeying with us by the way, and perhaps runniug 
recklessly like ourselves along a path terminating in 
hell. 

This maybe the "sting of death'," the "worm that 
dieth not ^," the peal ringing ever in our ears, the 
secret compunctions of a conscience reminding us of 
our share in their impending fate, which we see 
coming on them like " an armed man \" but without 
the power, the possibility of our preventing it, or even 
giving friendly warning of its approach. 

It is any how manifest that this was felt deeply 
by the Rich man in the parable. His request ia 
proffered with not less of earnestness than his former 
one, and backed by an argument of no ordinary 
weight. Before he had cried out in the anguish of 
his soul ; he now offers up a prayer apparently with 
that kind of expectation of its being granted, which 

' 1 Cor. XV. 56. ' Mark ix. 44. * Prov. vi. 11. 
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belongs usually to a petition put up in behalf of 
another rather than of oneself : " I have five bre- 
thren ; let him testify unto them." 

No doubt, could he have supposed it at all proba- 
ble that such a proposal would have been listened to, 
he would in preference have offered himself as the 
medium of communication, and have implored per- 
mission that he might be released for but a breathing 
while, to be the delegated messenger to his brethren ; 
how much more eloquent having felt, than another 
■who had seen, but afar off, the torments and agonies 
of the damned. 

But why single out Abraham as the object of his 
supplications ? Why appeal to him in preference to 
any other Saint ? 

First, no doubt, because, as the father of the faith- 
ful, there was a general persuasion among the Jews 
that his was an eminent seat in heaven; a kind of 
principality among the mansions of the blest. And 
to this our Saviour makes allusion elsewhere, when 
He says, " There shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, 
and you yourselves thrust out'." But there is a 
deeper, a more hidden purpose, we think, in his being 
introduced in so conspicuous a manner here. 

It was to the Pharisees, as we saw, that our Lord 
was applying this parable ; the hypocritical, the proud. 
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the covetous, the self-righteous Pharisees ; and of 
their class, doubtless, lie meant this Rich man to be 
considered. To be " sons of Abraham," had become 
with them a thiDg of similar import to being ac- 
counted sons of God, and inheritors, by consequence, 
of eternal life. 

We may gather as much from many expressions of 
our Lord: "Jesus said unto Zaccheus (who being a 
publican, was therefore under the ban of the Phari- 
sees, as a heathen mau and a sinner, without hope 
of the promise), this day is salvation come to this 
house, for bo much as he also is a son of Abraham '." 
And when the ruler of the synagogue, being of course 
a Pharisee, had rebuked Christ for healing on the 
Sabbath day, our Lord's reply is, "Thou hypocrite, 
ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, 
whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, to 
be loosed from this bond on the sabbath-day ^ V 
using that as a reason, which He knew would have 
greatest weight with the person to whom lie ad- 
dressed Himself, namely, that being a child of elec- 
tion, as they esteemed it, she was therefore entitled 
to especial favour and regard. 

But He had a different aim in the passage before 
us ; and that was, to expose the fallacy of this re- 
liance on their great forefather, unsupported by any 
eflforts of their own ; this drawing on the excess of liis 
merit, to supply their own deficiencies ; this looking 
up to him, as "the author and finisher of their faith \" 
' Luke xix. !). ' Ibiil. xiii. l(i. ^ lleb. xii. 2. 
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iustead of " working out their owu salvation with fear 
and trembling'." 

It was with a similar purpose that, when many of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees came to John's baptism, 
he had charged them to " bring forth fruits meet for 
repentance," and to "think not to say within them- 
selves. We have Abraham to our father ;" for that 
God was able " of those stones to raise up children 
unto AbrahamV So as this Rich man, (taken as the 
representative of a class,) had evidently brought forth 
no fruits of his own, his faith (supposing him to have 
had faith at all), seeing that it was " without works," 
had been " a dead faith ^;" whereas "Abraham," in 
whom he trusted to be able to assist him, had been 
" justified by his works V the fruit and evidence of his 
faith. The object of Christ being, we say, partly to 
disabuse them of this false notion, this fatal delusion, 
was also no doubt to establish in its stead a sounder 
principle, by indirectly pointing attention to another 
and higher Mediator and Intercessor between God 
and man, even that Saviour who was then instructing 
them, and who on another occasion bore witness to 
Himself in the words, " Verily I say unto you, before 
Abraham was, I am';" and to teach them that the 
Rich man, instead of crying out to him whom he saw 
afar off, " Father Abraham, have mercy on me," 
would have acted a wiser part, if, in imitation of the 
blind man (who could therefore see only by the eye 



' Philipp. ii. 12. 



' James ii, 
' John viii. 58. 
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of faith), he had rather while on earth, reiterated the 
prayer, " Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on 
me ' :" and, according to his feith, it might then have 
been done unto him, whereas now even to the same 
Jeeus he must offer his supplication in vain ; now, 
even for repentance there was foimd no place, though 
he sought it carefully with tears^. 

But granting that it was now too late for him to 
betake himself to even this resource : it was not so 
with the five brethren whose fete was not yet deter- 
mined, whose tree was not yet cut down, but to 
whom it was still open to repent, to believe on the 
Lord Jesus, and be saved. 

It was not however a matter of faith, but of fact, 
of which their wretched brother would have them 
informed ; and that on the testimony of one who had 
seen it with his eyes, 

He would have them told, that, " They might re- 
joice now in their youth, and let their heart cheer 
them in the days of their youth ' ;" that they might 
" walk in the ways of their heart, and in the sight of 
their eyes ; but they were to know that for all these 
things God would bring them into judgment !" 

He would have them warned that they might now 
spurn the lowly beggar from their door, leaving it to 
their very dogs, by licking his sores, to show him a 
kindness which their master denied ; but that the 
day would come when they would envy with the 



' Mark s. 47. 



'HA 



ii. 17. 



' Eccl. 
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keenest remorse the lot of that now despised stranger, 
and would be glad to lackey him in heaven, proud 
and happj to do his bidding there, whom they now 
permitted not to approach the very hem of their 
purple robes, or feed upon the ofial that fell &om 
their board. 

That they might now suffer many a naked wan- 
derer to lie perishing at their gates, and die there of 
starvation and hunger, while the pile was heaped 
higher and higher, and the caldron made hotter and 
hotter, to prepare for their daily debauch ; but that 
the night of death was coming to be lit up for them 
through all eternity with the flames of a devouring 
furnace, a fire never to be quenched ! 

That they might now fill high the wassail bowl, 
and pledge their friends in the sparkling wine ; but 
that the hour was at hand, when, raving with a mad- 
dening and ever-burning thirst, they should drain 
the cup of fury to the dregs, and call in vain for one 
drop of water to cool tlieir tongue ! 

But there will arise here in the minds of some of 
my hearers a questiou,Was it competent to Abraham 
to have granted his request, supposing him to have 
deemed it advisable or expedient ? Could, in short, 
Lazarus have been dispatched, if thought desirable, 
upon an errand of such high and overwhelming 
import ? 

And we think the inquiry not unwarranted by the 
premises ; for, as manifestly the Rich man on the one 
hand considered tliere was not the same iniconquer- 
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able obstacle to granting bis present as his former 
prayer, so neither does Abraham on the oilier, by his 
reply in this instance, altogether discountenance such 
an opinion. 

On the contrary, it appears to ourselves, that the 
very terms mutually made use of bear rather favour- 
ably than otherwise upon the supposition of a possible, 
though certainly neither a very probable nor frequent, 
intercourse between the spiritual and the natural 
world. 

The suppliant's words are, " I pray thee therefore, 
father:" 'Epwrw oSv ac, Ylarip: which coming imme- 
diately upon the late decisive refusal, on the ground 
of impossibility, seems almost as much as to say, The 
impediment which prevents your acquiescing in my 
first desire, exists not in what I am now about to 
propose ; " I pray yon, therefore," grant me this at 
least. 

And thus, one would imagine, Abraham received 
it ; or he would doubtless have met it by the direct 
negative he gave to the former demand ; it would 
have been enough for him to have repeated his late 
definitive sentence, and said, " If between us and you 
there is a great gulf fixed, much more is there an 
insurmountable barrier between us and the lower 
world, so that they which would pass from hence to 
them cannot, any more than they can come to us, 
which would pass from thence." He however does 
not do so, but resorts to a fresh argument ; as conclu- 
sive no doubt, but still not the same ; nor added over 
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and above tbe other reason, as in the first case, " Be- 
sides all this :" we Lave, therefore, so far a right to 
suppose that he considered the reason, he now gives, 
as necessary to satisfy the expectation of the querist. 

And it is as if onr Saviour would have us left to in- 
fer herefrom, that this is indeed not impossible, though 
the other was so ; that, in short, the same God, who 
had fixed irreversibly the condition of the Spirit after 
death for good or ill, even prior to the judgment and 
general resurrection of the dead, (which is the un- 
avoidable deduction from Abraham's first replji and 
on the authority of which we confidently reject the 
Romish doctrine of Purgatory as deducibte from 
Scripture), might, for some wise purpose, on occasion, 
permit this other visitation, though here again from 
Abraham's answer, we may gather that it is only per- 
missive — a thing we mean not under the control of 
the spirits themselves, still less to be calculated upon 
by us, from any grounds of expediency, or necessity 
for such an intervention. 

And we the rather make these, we hope not alto- 
gether irrelevant observations here, because we fear 
that an undue, if not an unwarrantable, use has been 
made of the opposite opinion, by a writer whom we 
have before referred to with pleasure, and who is 
justly esteemed amongst the most eloquent and able 
advocates of the Reformed Church. 

Bishoji Taylor, in his most powerful Dissuasive 
from Popery', has thought right to "admonish the 
' Jrbemv TAVf-rm's Works, Vol. X. p. 152. Lond. 1828. 
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people of his charge, that, besides that the Scriptures 
expressly forbid us to inquire of the dead for truth, 
the holy doctors of the Church" (naming some of the 
principal) "deny that the souls of the dead ever do 
appear ; and bring many reasons to prove, that it is 
unfitting they should ; saying, if they did, it would be 
the cause of many errors ; and the devils under that 
]>retence, might easily abuse the world with notices 
and revelations of their own ; and because Christ 
would have us content with Moses and the prophets, 
and especially to ' hear that prophet, whom the 
Lord our God hath raised up' amongst us, our blessed 
Jesus, who never taught any such doctrine to hia 
Church." 

Now, to overlook that we are not justified in de- 
termining anything from this last argument, namely, 
the silence of our Lord and Teacher on the subject, 
as, upon that admission, we should have no sure 
ground irom the revealed Word of God for many 
things which we now rather gather by inference, 
than from any express injunction to such effect — we 
may instance, perhaps, of the positive class, infant 
baptism, and a set form of prayer ; and, of the nega- 
tive, suicide, and a plurality of wives : both of which 
last are certainly repugnant to the spirit of Chris- 
tianity, though it no where appears that our Saviour, 
in 80 many words, taught the unlawfulness of them. — 
Besides, we say, this argument for concluding nothing 
decisively from the passage before us, it appears to 
us, we confess it, that so far fi-om the references 



made by this author to the Holy Scriptures ' being 
against tlie sensible appearance of spirits after death, 
(and there are many more to a like effect which he 
has not thought it worth while to bring forward), thej 
rather go to the proving and assuming the fact, — 
the thing forbidden by them being "the consulting- 
to" these spirits ; which surely is, if anything, an 
admission both of their existence and their power. 

We think it also needless to make allusion to 
the numberless spiritual or angelic appearances re- 
corded in the Old Testament, for they will be con- 
sidered as miracles, and by the express ordainment 
of God for certain ends essential to the revelation of 
His will. 

We pass over also the scene of the transfiguration, 
■when to our Saviour and His three attendant Apos- 
tles, " there appeared Moses and Elias talking with 
Him ^ :" the agony likewise in the garden, when 
" there appeared an angel unto Him from heaven 
strengthening Him' ;" with the "vision of angels" 
seen by the women at the sepulchre *, on the first 
day of the week after His crucifixion : and we will 
lay no great stress on His own mysterious, and (though 
in the body) somewhat spiritual appearances after the 
resurrection ; when upon the second occasion, it is 
stated, that, having joined Himself to two of His dis- 
ciples on their way to Emmaus, in a different form 

' The texts referred to are Deut xviii. 1 1, &c. Jsa. viii. 19. 
' Matt. xvii. 3, &c. ' Luke xxii. 43. ' Luke xxiv. 4. 23. 



to that He had just assumed ', and broken bread with 
them, as soon as " they knew Him, He vanished out of 
their sight '." And again, " His disciples being within, 
and the doors shut," how He " came and stood in the 
midst ';" upon which, says another Evangelist ', " They 
were terrified and affrighted, supposing they had seen 
a spirit," as had before been their impression when 
He was seen by them " walking upon the sea "." 

To pass over these cases, and other not unfi-equent 
mention of spiritual appearances in the Gospels, what 
shall we say to those more late passages, in the Acta 
of the Apostles for example, where an evident belief 
in spirits is implied, as a thing not at all at variance 
with probability, — nay, from which we are even 
led to gather, that the occurrence of such appari- 
tions was sufficiently notorious, to make them neither 
incredible, nor very alarming. To instance two of the 
most remarkable : when the angel had, by a most 
special interference, released Peter from prison at 
night, and having attended him till he was passed the 
city gate, departed from him, Peter proceeded to a 
certain house, where " many were gathered together 
praying," and was seen knocking at the door ; upon 
which the disciples within, supposing him still under 
the safe custody of the guards, and therefore conclud- 
ing that it could not be himself in person,8aid, " Then 
it is his angel " :" the former, humanly speaking, was 
in their opinion more improbable than the latter : it 

' Mark xvi. 12. ' Luke xxiv. 31. ' John xx. 26. 

' Luke xxiv. 37. ' Mark vi. 49. • Acts xii. 5— IS. 
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might be hia spirit; it -was scarcely possible tbat it 
could be himself. 

And again, St. Paul, being under trial for bis life, 
and having, on his first being brought before hia ac- 
cusers, detailed the wonderful circumstances of his 
conversion; we find, shortly after, a dissension arises 
between the Sadducees and Pharisees on his being 
summoned afresh before the council ; and the latter 
are content to say, " We find no evil in this man : 
but if a spirit or an angel hath spoken to him, let us 
not fight against God ' :" which is a grave, and rather 
unexpected, admission of the possibility of such a 
fact, by the enemies of a religion, which had by 
this means enlisted on its side, from their own body, 
one of its most powerful and uncompromising advo- 
cates. 

Such passages therefore, we think, and others^ 
which, if it were not tedious, might have been ad- 
duced, without descending to more recent experience, 
supported as it is in some cases by no contemptible 
evidence, call for at least a modest diffidence 
on this head, lest haply " we too be found to fight 
against God." Certain it is that with Him all things 
are possible ; and though, in the parable before us, 
Christ has distinctly announced, (with a view to 
marking definitively an eternity of punishment, as 
well as an eternity of happiness after death,) that 
these two estates cannot (or rather shall not) 
be changed ; yet we no where remember it to be 
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revealed to us that the disembodied spirit, after death, 
shall, under no conceivable circumstances, be made 
sensible to the mortal faculties of its relatives or 
acquaintances on earth. 

But, that the option of such re~appearance rests 
not with the spirit itself, but must, if it exist at all, 
be solely under the arbitrement of the Almighty, 
needs not, we imagine, any further demonstration, 
than the fruitless endeavour of the Rich man to ac- 
complish that by deputy, which he would no doubt 
have undertaken in person if he could ; and so that 
part also of Bishop Taylor's objection falls to the 
ground, which apprehends an abuse of such privilege 
by the devil and his angels. And as to an argument 
we have heard raised on this question, that our phy- 
sical organs are so constituted, as to be alone sensible 
to impressions from physical substances, and that 
therefore, if only on natural grounds, the thing is 
virtually impossible, that a spirit which has no parts 
should become apparent to human perception; we 
think such an objection sufficiently overruled by the 
recorded cases, already referred to as abounding in the 
Bible; where whatever of miraculous interposition 
gave such a faculty then, we only claim the similar 
now, or the above argument becomes as valid to 
confute revelation altogether, as it is to overthrow a 
present belief in the miracle. 

We do not, of course, presume to determine any- 
thing ourselves on so uncertain and delicate a sub- 
,joct: and have only allowed ourselves to make the 
P '2 
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above remarks, in consequence of the chapter of our 
text having been referre<J to by so eminent a writer, in 
conftitation of that which we cannot feel it is ade- 
quate to discredit. And it is, to say the least of it, 
unadvisable that a course of reasoning, in general so 
unanswerable as his, and on a subject of so momen- 
tous import, should be put in jeopardy, or any way 
weakened, by an assumption, as from Scripture autho- 
rity, of that which is still certainly open to debate, 
and can never admit of being proved. 

We hold, in conclusion, that we are not justified in 
shortening God's arm here, any more than elsewhere, 
and setting bounds to His power, without certain 
warranty of Holy Scripture to that end; and that if 
wo have, from it, no clear sanction for believing, we 
have at least, from the same quarter, no license for 
denying the possible re-appearance of a spirit after 
death. 



But if there be too much of the i 
inseparable from mere theoretical questions, in the 
subject we have just been discussing, there is a prac- 
tical deduction to be made from it, on which, we 
should trust, but one opinion can prevail. We mean, 
that in proportion as there is but little or no hope of 
an extraordinary revelation being made to us by the 
dead, it behoves us to give all heed and attention to 
the warning voice of the living. 

The five brethren, in whose behalf the Rich man 
thus interested himself to no jmrpose, were not want- 
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iiig, we should judge from the context, in a good 
natural understanding, and likely to be overcome by 
testimony, if directed to their senses; albeit, unused to 
submit their reason to the unseen evidences of faith. 
And may there not be, of those who now hear me, 
that can testify of his five brethren, and bis father's 
house, that they are in a eondition not very dissimilar 
to that we have described ? 

" The present generation," in the words of a mo- 
dern divine ', " is unquestionably an intelligent ge- 
neration, a wise and understanding people. ' Many,' 
as the prophet Daniel foretold, ' run to and fro, and 
knowledge is increasedV Men of wisdom, men of 
learning, men of science abound ; but, alas, how often 
are all their thoughts and meditations engaged upon 
subjects, which if they do not necessarily exclude 
God, certainly do not necessarily lead to God ; who, 
if they, according to the false reasonings of a natural 
religion, profess to pay some respect to the God of 
Nature, are lamentably ignorant of a God of grace, of 
the triune God of the Christian, of Him who has said, 
that " all men shall honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father ^" And if there be one of those 
whom I am addressing, who would represent such as 
the state of his " father's house," should he not now 
offer up the prayer of the Rich man, that one " testify 
unto them, lest they also come into that place of tor- 
ment?" In the course of God's inscrutable providence, 
' Bli'nt's History of our Saviour. Part I, Lect. 11. p. 46. 
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it will happen that one of a femily ehall be brought 
more near than the rest to a knowledge of "the 
hidden things which belong unto tbeir peace '." 
" The secret of the Lord'" has been revealed to him, 
and He has early " shown him His covenant," Let 
him DOW that it is in his power, " testify unto his 
brethren," and pray to God for them, while yet his 
prayer may be heard ; that at least he acquit Uia 
own soul, and his hands may be clean of his brother's 
blood. He has perhaps already done so ; he has 
already remonstrated with them, but in vain; he has 
urged them by intreatiea, pursued them with warn- 
ings, checked them by his example ; but all his eu- 
deavours have failed ! 

It is like enough they should turn a deaf ear to 
him, and say with the brethren of Joseph *, " Behold, 
this dreamer cometh ;" for neither did Christ's " bre- 
thren," we are told, " believe in Him*." 

But he will not by this be deterred. He will go 
on perseveringly in the name and the strength of the 
great Intercessor, and will offer up through Him his 
daily prayers for bis brethren at the throne of grace. 

He will remember, that the claims of kindred and 
of home are amongst the strongest that can make 
their demands upon him, and that against the perils, 
the trials, the fascinations of the world at large, it is 
there, next to God, that we should look for our truest. 



' Psalm XXV. 1 
' John vii. 5. 
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our wanneat, our faithfulest friends; and, that if we 
are taught by Christ to set no bounds to our fbrgive- 
r.es8, should our brother repeatedly trespass against 
us, much more must it be iucumbent ou us to attempt 
his reformation, " not until seven times, but until se- 
venty times seven '." 

But of one danger let him be especially on hia 
guard. Let him beware, lest, though he be unable by 
bis presence, his voice, big example, to reclaim his 
brethren, it come to pass, unawares, that their habits 
and their example infect and contaminate himself. 

It may come to pass, that in touching it, he be 
defiled with the pitch which he would have cast into 
the fire. It may stick by bim as a leprous spot, till 
it has spread contagion to his whole skin ; it may 
have been indeed but as a handfiil of leaven hid in 
five measures of meal, but he may not awake to its 
powers of assimilation, till the entire body has been 
leavened beyond his will or ability to correct. 

It is in vain for him then to step back. His motives 
on approaching this insidious, this debasing neigh- 
bourhood, were, as we saw, in the first instance, 
praiseworthy. He has suffered himself to be drawn 
into the vortex of its pollution ; he has " gone upon 
hot coals," and no wonder if his " feet have been 
burned' ;" he came to call others to repentance, but 
trusting in his own security, he remains to be a sharer 
in their fate. ' 
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Or, it may not even be so. It may be, that there 
was one originally of this number, but of a better 
clay, a kindlier feeling, a more sensitive and delicate 
mind than the rest. One that hated instinctively t^e 
rewards and pleasures of iniquity, to whom the vicious 
haunts of profligacy were once an object of aversion 
and disgust. But it was hie brethren that invited him, 
fellow members of the same society, joint occupants 
of one household. They were older too than himself, 
and assured him there was no harm in it ; and that 
he had but to be initiated, in order to be a partaker 
with as much rehsh as themselves. He listened to 
the siren voice ; he tasted of the drugged bowl ; he 
revelled awhile in the mantling intoxication. 

But the whispering monitor is not so easily lulled 
to rest ; the triple-headed guardian in his breast 
alarms him thrice and again. He resolves to make 
good his retreat ; and perhaps prays for the last time 
to his God and Saviour to assist him. 

But he is met at the threshold of his flight, by the 
taunts, the sneers, the scornful reproof of his more 
hardened companions. He returns ; and meditates 
" a more convenient season ' " for escape. Secure now 
of their prey, his associates ply him with ranker poison 
than before. They grapple witli his yielding resolu- 
tion, and quit not their hold again ; till the poor spirit, 
wearied out at last, sinks a victim to resist no more. 
And now they have done their worst ! the sullying 
effects of unrestrained commuuion with the wicked. 



no 
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have dulled the sensibility of his earlier virtue, and he 
can feel no more ; the close contact with impurity 
has blunted the edge of his refinement, and it ceases 
to be shocked at the odiousness of vice : till, by being 
long "the companion of fools'," he has become at 
length an adept at their trade, and of them has learned 
the last desperate lesson, to " make a mock at sin '." 
Of the Rich man and hia brethren, of these six 
souls under the same roof, who shall say, but that 
one of them, (who shall say but that the poor suf- 
ferer himself, now tormented in hell) had had at one 
time or another, a faint glimmering of a holier, a 
purer life ; feeble enough in its infancy, and, like the 
smouldering flax, scarce telling of the spark beneath? 
But, alas, the icy chill of ridicule had been thrown 
upon it by his five brethren, he had been eneour^ed, 
or driven day by day, step by step, inch by inch. 

The struggling panga of conscious truth to hide, 
To quench the blushes of ingenuous shame, 

until the triumph of these " foes of his own house- 
hold "' was at length achieved, the dimly burning 
flame had gone out, never more in this world to give 
signs of life or heat again ! 
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Abraham saitli unto bini, They have Moses and the prophets; 
let them hear them. 



In our first and second discourses on the Parable now 
under discussion, we considered the relative positions 
of the Rich man on the one hand, writhing in hell fire, 
and tortured with the harrowing reflection upon those 
of his kindred who were to follow him there, running 
recklessly as they were the same desperate course, 
ignorant of the fate of their kinsman, and utterly un- 
conscious that a similar doom would shortly overtake 
themselves ; and on the other, the exaltation of the 
before-abased Lazarus to the bosom of Abraham in 
paradise, from which blest abode the other would 
fain have had him despatched on an errand of warn- 
ing and exhortation to his brethren upon earth. 
] 
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In making this attempt, though it proved, as we 
shall see, a fruitless one, to rescue his former com- 
panions and relatives from his own condemnation, 
the petitioner appears to have overlooked the consi- 
deration that we have no title to expect the Almighty 
to furnish other means for our salvation, than those 
which in His bountiful providence He has Himself 
been pleased to vouchsafe. 

It never seems to have occurred to him, that 
enough had already been done for the purpose he 
required : that it would be idle and superfluous to 
furnish an additional help, where no use had been 
made of the lessons that had been long since deli- 
vered. That it was the part of " an evil and adulterous 
generation to seek after a sign V whom the sign of 
Jonas might have satisfied, if a re-appearance after 
death was all that was wanting to convince them. 

What any other person would have felt, never 
seems to have suggested itself to him, that upon this 
principle, of sending ambassadoi's extraordinary 
to reclaim the profligate, he was sapping the very 
foundation of religion and morality, which are built, 
and can rest only, upon Faith, and the sure ground 
of the promises of God set fortii in His revealed 
Word ; as there would be no " reward" left " for the 
righteous," if thus, by supernatural intervention, 
atheists, infidels, or idolaters, might be made par- 
takers in the same. That upon this hypothesis, there 

' Matt. xii. 39. xvi. 4. Luke xi. 29. 
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would be an end at once to the whole present ma- 
chinery of grace, and God Himself would be disarmed 
of the great instrument of probation, the touchstone 
of Faith, whereby He bas chosen to prove and try 
the inheritors of life. 

The deluded suppliant is, however, quickly re- 
minded of his oversight by the prudent experience 
of Abraham, and instructed in the verse, which we 
purpose considering to-day, that his present wish, 
like his former one, was unreasonable, and that on 
the principle of equal justice to all, it could not be 
acceded to. The reply, if not as decisive a one as 
that made to his first application, is at least not 
less peremptory and discouraging; and calculated, one 
would think, to convince him of the utter hopeless- 
ness of any further attempt on his part to interfere 
with the purposes of the Almighty : " Abraham saith 
unto him, They have Moses and the prophets ; let 
them hear them." 

Now we shall not stay to discuss the point whether 
hard measure was dealt the Rich man, in thus a 
second time turning a deaf ear to his petition; and 
whether the reproof he met with was a fair answer 
to one, not demanding anything now for himself, but 
seeking to rescue his fellow-creatures from a. fate 
which he foresaw was inevitable, except by some 
special interposition. 

But we shall rather address ourselves to the in- 
quiry, of what is of far greater moment to us, namely, 
was the rebuke authorised by the facts of the case ? 
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Were the five brethren in a condition not to need tlie 
assistance here sought for them; or not entitled to 
such a boon, supposing its expediency made out ? 
Was, in short, a belief in " Moses and the prophets" 
sufficient for the high object here aimed at by their 
brother, we mean the bringing sinners to a state of 
repentance, and a caring for the concerns of their 



To this we hesitate not to reply in brief, in the 
first place. Yes it was; for we have the authority of 
our text, with the two following verses, for making 
such assertion ; averring as they do, in the strongest 
possible manner, not only " the sufficiency of the 
Holy Scriptures for all purposes of salvation," but 
also that anjrthing beyond them, as it was needless, 
so it would also prove unproductive of the wished 
for results. For we cannot for a moment conceive 
any one's seeking " further witness," when we find 
our Saviour thus pointedly making appeal to them, 
as a panacea in an extreme ease like the present ; 
since, if on any occasion more were required, we can 
scarcely imagine a more urgent call for such an act 
of grace than this, where it is "sought for carefully 
with tears '," and a plea put in that it would here in- 
fallibly succeed. 

But, independently of the argument which our 
text affords for the above conclusion, we have else- 
where most clear and certain warranty of Holy Scrip- 
ture to the same effect. We will refer to a few of the 
' Heb. xii. 17, 
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most remarkable passages. But as our limits will not 
admitof so diffuse an examination of this point, as its 
importance would seem to require, we shall content 
ourselves with showing, in the first place, how so much 
of the Bible, as, at the time of this parable's being 
delivered, was received by the name of " Mosea and 
the prophets," or " the law and the prophets," con- 
tained all that was necessary to apprise the faithful of 
a coming Saviour, "a Mediator between God and 
man," as, says the Article of our Church ', a Redeemer 
of mankind, in whom they were to trust, and to whose 
atoning Sacrifice they -were to look ; and therefore 
offered the Rich man the same, nay a far better 
opportunity of anchoring on that hope, than, in an 
eariier age, Abraham had availed himself of, and had 
met in consequence with the " recompense of his 
reward ^." 

And, secondly, we shall take occasion to infer, 
that if such were the position of one, living contempo- 
raneously with our Saviour, the proofs are multiplied 
two-fold upon us, and all who have lived to witness 
the completion and entire working out of that mighty 
scheme of redemption, which was then only in process 
of being accomplished. That, in short, if "he that 
despised Moses' law, died without mercy under two 
or three witnesses, of how much sorer punishment" 
may we suppose "shall Le be thought worthy, who" 
in these latter days "hath trodden under foot the 
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Son of God, liatli counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified an unholy thing, and 
hath done despite unto the Spirit of Grace '." — That, 
if hearing the^rst Moses was sufficient for the pur- 
poses of salvation, until the second had appeared, 
how justly will the Apostle's word be fulfilled, when 
"it shall come to pass, that every soul which will 
not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among 
the people "," and shall not be reckoned among the 
nations appointed to be saved in the name and feith 
of Christ ^ 

First, then, that our Saviour clearly considered an 
acknowledgment of Himself as a necessary result from 
a true and firm belief in the writings of Moses, ap- 
pears on many occasions of His reference to them in 
the eourse of His preaching. 

For example, in establishing His claim to the title 
of Messiah before the Jews, He sends them to the 
Scriptures, that is, of course, the Scriptures extant 
up to His time, Moses, the Psalms, and the Prophets, 
and bids them "search" them, as " testifying of Him," 
and as containing, according to their own creed, the 
words of " eternal life * ;" and then adds emphatically, 
" Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father : 

' Heb, X. 28, 29. Compare also Heb. xii. 25. 

' Acts iii. 22, 23. 

' On tbe comparison of the first and second Moses, see Eishop 
Newton on the Prophecies, p. 77- Dissert, vi. and compare Deut. 
xviii. 15 ; with Acts vii. 37. 

* John V. 39. 



I* 



SUFFICIENCY OF 



[Sei 



there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom 
ye trust. For had ye believed Moses, ye would have 
believed me : for he wrote of me. But if ye believe 
not his writings, how shall ye believe my words \" 

Again, when questioned by the lawyer, who stood 
up tempting Him', and said, " Master, (or "Teacher," 
as it would be more rightly translated), what shall I 
do to inherit eternal life," our Saviour's reply is 
simply, " what is written in the law ? how readeat 
thou?" What has Moses written? "This do, and 
thou shalt live." 

It is also worthy of observation here, that in His 
reply to the sceptical Sadducees, touching the resur- 
rection, Christ deems it sufficient to meet them by an 
appeal to these same writings of Moses, which alone 
they received; " Now that the dead are raised up, even 
Moses showed at the bush ^ ;" sending them, as now 
He did the Pharisees, to their own great authority, 
by way of rebuking them for seeking a still further 
sign, when they had already a Master competent to 
instruct them, if they would only condescend to 
"hear him." 

We think it unnecessary to make any further 
allusion to the other convincing proofs, wliich a care- 
ful study of these Scriptures would supply to a mind 
seeking such information ; for why should we men- 
tion what might be learnt, in such a spirit of inquiry 



' John V. 45—47. See 
' Luke X. 25, 26. 



3 Blunt's HqIs. Lect. 18.32. Lect. II. 
' lbi<). XX. 37. 
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from the histories of Abraham himself, of Noah, and 
of Joseph, of Job, and of Daniel? and " the time 
would fail us to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of 
Samson, and of Jephthah, of David also, and of 
Samuel, and the prophets'." We have preferred to 
confine ourselves to those passages, from which we 
may fairly conclude, that up to the time of our Sa- 
viour's appearing upon earth, there was not only 
ample evidence of a resurrection, and therefore abund- 
ant inducement to live a life of piety with a view to 
the consequences in another world, but that also a 
sincere belief in, and acting upon these inspired and 
prophetical documents, was esteemed by our Lord 
even then a sufficient justification, as comprehending 
at the same time both a faith in, and dependence 
on, a Messiah foretold therein. 

And if there be any one (among my younger 
hearers especially), not, who doubts now the truth of 
God manifest in the flesh, dying, and rising again for 
the redemption of man ; but who questions whether 
such portion of the Scriptures, as we suppose that 
now referred to, were competent whereupon to build 
a saving faith, and live a life of holiness, piety, and 
good works ; let him, with prayer, search diligently 
those books of " Moses and the prophets" for him- 
self, dismissing for the time, if he can, all knowledge 
of a further revelation ; and then (seeing what pros- 
pect of a Saviour he would be inclined to anticipate 

' Heb. xi. 32. 
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from tliem, and what time, and in what manner to 
appear), to say, whether God's " grace" there afforded, 
would or would not have been then " sufficient for 
him '." 

But, be this as it may, we have, in the second place, 
additional proofs that tiiey were fully adequate to the 
effects which we are supposing, from iimumerable pas- 
sages in the New Testament, where they are made 
to bear such a construction. 

One or two of the moat apposite of these let us 
briefly refer to. 

In the opening of tbe Gospel of St. John, when 
but three of the Apostles had been as yet called by 
our Lord, Andrew, and Simon Peter, and Philip, who 
was of the same city with them ; wc are next told, 
that " Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, 
we have found Him, of whom Moses in the Law, 
and the prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, tbe 
son of Joseph '." So early therefore did He display 
fluch tokens of His identity, that it wanted not His 
crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension, to prove that 
this was indeed " that Prophet that should come into 
the world \" 

And therefore the Pharisees, who wore now hear- 
ing Him, and to whom, we must always bear in miud, 
the words of our Saviour in the parable are in reality 
addressed (though put into the mouth of Abraham, as 
delivered to one of their class in the other world). 



' SCor.x 



' John i. 55. 



' Jolin vi. 14. 
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these Pharisees, we say, had at that time abundantly 
sufficient, if they would but have heard " Moses and 
the prophets," for a belief in Christ, and a consequent 
repentance through faith. 

We are constrained therefore to take Abraham's 
part against the Rich man and his five brethren, and 
to say, " Tliey have Moses and the prophets," they 
have abundant witnesses for the purpose you require ; 
what more do you seek? " Let them first hear tlieni," 

But did they then hear them ? Did they give them- 
selves a chance of hearing them ? Did they ever read 
them ? Did they give them so much as a place in 
their houses, or admit them to their presence ? or did 
they spurn them, like Lazarus, from their doors? 

But they are not bid by Abraham to read the 
Scriptures, to study the Bible with the zeal of a 
theologian, or the warmth and earnestness of one, 
who, having found the pearl of great price, sells all 
that he has, in order to devote himeelf exclusively to 
the securing this. 

They are bid simply to give them a hearing; to 
give their immortal souls but a chance of being saved : 
to let their ears be once opened to the word and 
commandments of God, whereby they would at least 
be told that their present haliits of selfishness, luxury, 
uncharitableness, and greediness, for which their bro- 
ther was now suffering in hell, were detestable in 
God's sight, and would meet with His vengeance 
hereafter ; as on the other hand they would learn 
therefrom that the patient endurance of the wretch 
e2 
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at their gates, was but a discipline preparatory to the 
joys and tranquillity of heaven. 

That they had not hitherto heard (or attended to) 
these holy instructors, is sufficiently evident from the 
conscience-stricken testimony of their brother. It is 
apparent too from their own life, the absence in them 
of the feelings, which ihe word of God, duly and 
raeekiy received, would have engrafted in them, in 
the place of their present depravity. We conclude 
therefore, that they did not hear them. Little, we 
conceive, had it been their practice to attend in that 
place where their " evil deeds" might have been " re- 
proved." Little had it heen their desire to remove 
that " darkness" which was around them, by coming to 
the " light which had been sent into the world'." 
The same reason which now keeps, in these days, 
hundreds from the house of prayer, would have kept 
them from the synagogue. The same, or a no better 
reason, which now keeps thousands from the Holy 
Table of the Lord, and the bread and wine of the 
Atonement, would have deterred them from being 
present at the sacrifices of the priests, the daily, 
monthly, yearly, offerings of incense, and victims in 
the Temple. 

Seldom, if ever, had they darkened its gates with 
their presence. Strange would have sounded in their 
ears the note of the Psalmist, " I was glad when they 
said unto me. Let us go into the liouse of tlie Lord '." 



' Joimiii. 19, 20. 
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Or if they did perchance attend wlien the "Law and 
tlie prophets" were read and expounded by the 
Scribe, was it not rather to mock, than to be edified ? 
to hear a farce which might furnish a vocabulary for 
their ribaldrous convereatioii ; or give food and mate- 
rial for jest, as they marked with scornful finger at 
the hour of prayer, the solemn look and serious de- 
meanor of the devout and humble worshipper at that 
holy shrine ! 

Prayer! to them a name, a thing unknown. What 
had they to do with prayer? their wants were all 
supplied. For what more should they pray ? and to 
whom ? They had no need to oflfer up the daily peti- 
tion for the '■ bread which strengthens man's heart !" 
{of the other bread, the bread of life, they had never 
so much as heard!) they had no occasion to ask, in 
the guise of a beggar, for this, who could add to it 
themselves, of their abundance, the " oil to make them 
a cheerful countenance," and " wine that maketh glad 
the heart of man'." 

To them enough, and more than enough, was al- 
ways at hand. They could say to their soul, " Thou 
Iiast much good things laid up for many years, take 
thine ease ; eat, drink, and be merry '." What then 
had they to pray for? 

It was for such as Lazarus to ask for these things. 
To ask ; yea, and be thankful if he might be allowed 
to eat of their refuse and be satisfied. Ay, if he 
could keep his body and soul together by the bare 

' Psalm civ. 15. ' Luke xii. 19. 
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pickiDg up of the crumbe which fell from their 
table ! 

Said we, " be thankful T — who ever heard the word 
pass their lipB ? what did they know of thanksgiving ? 
To whom were they to give thanks, "who had not God 
in all their thoughts'?" who sat at the table loaded 
with the fruits of their own vineyards, and oliveyards, 
and the firstlings of their teeming flocks, and the 
overflow of their bursting bams, and wallowing there 
in swinish gluttony. 

Ne'er looked to heaven amidst that goi^eous feast. 

But, with besotted base ingratitude, 

Crammed, and blasphemed their feeder ! 

Tell them of " Moses and the prophets !" Vain words ; 
ridiculous attempt ! And this tlieir brother knew 
full well ; no wonder therefore he should be dissatis- 
fied with the reply. 

But suppose, for argument's sake, we admit that 
hu hod reason on his side; and that the fault was not 
sf) much with his brethren, for refusing to hear the 
word of God, which was then within their reach, as 
in the insufficiency of that word itself at the time in 
which they lived. Granting, we say, this, (though we 
have already shown the supposition to be a false one, 
and that even then they were justly condemned:) — 
how shall we defend the men of the next generation ? 
— What shall we say for those who would bo liTing at 
the time of this Gospel's being written hy the Evan- 
gelist St. Luke, and when therefore the words of our 
' I'salm X. 4. 
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text would embrace the additional page of our Sa- 
viour's life, death, and resurrection? What manner 
of pretext, we ask, could the Jewa, then living, have 
had, for requiring further testimony, and remaining 
still in their unbelief? 

Before, indeed, the Apostle could charitably say in 
their defence, " I wot that through ignorance ye did 
it ' ;" but now, what apology could they give for 
hesitation or doubt, when " those things, which God 
before had showed by the mouth of all his prophets, 
that Christ should suffer, He had so fulfilled ?" And 
it was with this express object, that they might be 
left utterly without excuse, that we find our Lord, 
after His resurrection, expounding carefully to His dis- 
ciples aJl those passages out of the Scriptures, " be- 
ginning at Moses and all the prophets, concerning 
Himself," which even they had heretofore been 
"slow of heart to believe," And almost the very 
last deed recorded of Him upon earth, is a marked 
and final reference to these writings, when He "opened 
the understandings" of those who were witnesses to 
His ascension, " that they might understand the 
Scriptures ^" and see how all things had been " ful- 
filled, which were written in the law of Moses, and 
in the prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning 
Him '." 

We might add to this, if more were needed, the 

' Actsiii. 17, 18. 

' Luke xsiv. 27. See Blunt's Hulsean Lect. 1832, Leot. I. 

' Luke xxiv. 45. * Luke xxiv. 44. 
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appeal made to tlie same books by Paul before Felix, 
where lie rests his defence for being a follower of 
Christ, (though his accusers called it heresy,) prin- 
cipally ou the ground that he was strictly " worship- 
ping the God of liis fathers, and believing all those 
things which are written in the law and in the pro- 
phets, and having" (from the same authority, which 
they also allowed,) " a hope towards God, that there 
should be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just 
aud of the unjust '." And again before Agrippa, as- 
serting constantly his innocence, ou the above plea, 
that he "continued unto that day, saying none other 
things than those which the prophets and Moses did 
say should come ; that Christ should suffer, aud that 
He should be the first that should rise from the 
dead '." 

And, lastly, to the Jews at Rome ', whom it was 
of the greatest moment to bring to an admission of 
the truths he was teaching, he takes it to be the 
most effectual mode to " persuade them couceming 
Jesus," by proofs of His being indeed the Messiah, 
" both out of the law of Moses, and out of the pro- 
phets," and this "from morning till evening" daily. 

These proofs of course it is far beyond the scope of 
our present opportunity to dilate upon. We must 
send you, like the Berreans, to search the Scriptures 
for yourselves ; you too *' have Moses and the pro- 
phets," "hear them." And this brings us to our 



' Acts xxiv. H, 15. 



second and concluding position, that, if great were 
the advantages of the Jews and others who were 
contemporaneous with our Saviour and His apostles, 
either at the time of this parable's being delivered by 
our Lord, or on its first promulgation byHisEvangelist, 
— having ocular evidence of the mighty works which 
were done amongst them, and God visiting His peo- 
ple in the person of Christ ; — they were nevertheless 
small, in comparison of what has been vouchsafed to 
those who have since filled tlie theatre of the world, 
or are now actors on its stage ; to us, we mean, who 
are now living, and upon whom the ends of the world 
are come. 

For how can we ever sufficiently estimate the 
weight of testimony which those books of the Old 
Testament should convey to us, when admitting, as 
they now do, of being proved, tried, and sifted by the 
side of the New ? 

It is true the Jews had their miracles to compen- 
sate for this. But our's is a perpetual, a standing 
miracle ! leaving it open to ns, as it does, to peruse 
at leisure, and to scrutinize minutely the shadowy 
statements of the prophets, contrasting them dili- 
gently with their subsequent fulfilment, even to a 
degree of unlooked-for accuracy, at the distance of 
tliousands of years from their utterance ; and that | 
too when all the glare of novelty is worn off, and i 
the false influences of excitement are removed. 

To mark the concurrence of dates, the individuality 
of circumstance, the transparency of vision displayed 
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by men seeing thus through the vista of centuries, 
with an eye resting fixedly on the " Star that should 
come out of Jacob, the Sceptre that should rise out 
of Israel ' ;" and to remember the while, in the 
words of the apostle ^ how they wrote these prophe- 
cies of " the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that 
should follow," " searching what, and what manner 
of time the Spirit which was in them did signify," but 
knowing well that "it was not unto themselves, but 
unto us ;" not for that age, but for ages and ages to 
come, "that they ministered of the things which are 
now reported unto us by them, which have preached 
the Gospel with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven." AH this, we maintain, gives us an advan- 
tage beyond any possessed at an earlier period, to 
say nothing of the continually accumnlative teeti- 
nioiiy of those remaining prophecies, which are still 
under course of completion in various parts of the 
world ; and is evidence, it can never he denied, suffi- 
cient, and more than sufficient, for the convincing of 
men capable of being convinced by evidence at all ; 
and must leave them fearfully and hopelessly without 
excuse " if they neglect so great salvation '." 

What then, if we not only are not convinced by 
these testimonies, bnt neither " hear them" nor pay 
them any regard ? 

What, if we not only despise these riches of God's 
goodness, bnt withhold from others, or bestow not as 



' 1 Pet. i. 10—12. 



' Heb. ii. 3. 
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we ought, of that treasure thus placed by Him at our 



What, if surfeiting ourselvea at so euraptuoas i 
feast, wliich we even nauseate from its abundance, 
we scarce allow of its crumbs to reach the starving 
millions in distant lands ? Is this the just appropria^ 
tion of His bounty, which the Almighty Giver looks 
for at our hands ? Is such tlie return He is entitled 
to (with reverence be it spoken) for the plenty, the 
profusion. He has showered upon our heads ? 

Yet more. What,ifwe overlook destitution brought 
to our doors, and pass by the needy lying at our 
gates ? Bear with me, who am but youngly come from 
the ranks of those thus " desiring," but alas ! in vain, 
" to be fed" here with that heavenly food which they 
do but see with longing eyes, the more to make 
them hunger to eat, and thirst to drink, of that spi- 
ritual nourishment which we have it so amply in our 
power, if it were equally in our wills, to bestow. 

Bear with me, my brethren, if, in their name, and 
almost as one of themselves, I humbly ask, whether 
all is done here by us that might be, as by the guar- 
dians and trustees of " the oracles of God ';" whether 
a tenth part is done here that would be looked for, 
in a place professing to be a " seminary of sound 
learning and religious education," for the religious 
instruction of the youth gathered within our walls? 
And this, too, at a time when the general and rapid 
difiiisiouof mere human kuowledge through thejeugth 
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and breadth of the land, calls so loudly, so imperatively 
upon us for the counteracting influences of religion, 
the " lucem et pocula sacra," the " light and truth" 
of the word of God ! 

We shall be told, indeed, that we have here our 
daily prayers, our chapels, our churches, our en- 
couragements for the study of divinity ! But let os 
not be deceived. Is the church, of the University 
for example, attended as the house of God, or uot ra- 
ther as an arena for periodical exhibition, for a judg- 
ment of approval or censure of the preacher ? Is it 
to hear God's word that we come weekly to this 
place ? or how, and in what spirit do we come ? Is 
it in a spirit of humility, or of pride ? of piety, or 
curiosity ? to learn, or to criticize ? to inquire, or to 
condemn ? Alas, if these latter be our motives, we may 
call it "church," but it is "no church;" we may enter 
it as the house of God, but we are not "gathered to- 
gether in His name," and He is not " in the midst of 
us'!" Hearing we may hear, but we shall not under- 
stand ; seeing we shall see, but not perceive. God 
does not show Himself on occasions like these. He, 
that is veiled in awful mystery, that maketh clouds 
his tabernacle, and His pavilion round about with 
thick darkness, does not display the light of His 
countenance, and brightness of His presence ^ to 
worshippers like these ! 

Or say that the chapels of our several establish- 



■ 11, 12. 
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ments are orderly and decently attended at morning 
and evening prayer, is it an outward or an inward 
adoration, a service of the soul, or of the body that 
ig performed ? By how many of us, (let us answer 
each for himself,) is it deemed an irksome ceremonial, 
a duty enjoined by man, and not a freewill offering 
to God ? And if, (beside the daily prayer,) the ap- 
pointed portions of Scripture, " of Moses, the Psalms, 
and the Prophets" are read, (and tliis not always,) 
within their walls, are they read "with understanding," 
or hurried over as a thankless, a wearisome task ? 

But at least the study of divinity is not overlooked 
amongst ua, but has its due place assigned it in the 
academic course ! 

Whereas I would put it to those most conversant 
with the fatts, whether, notwithstanding any recent 
requirement of a portion of the Scriptures in the 
original tongue, the amount of ignorance, rather than 
of knowledge, in the subject, be not what is painfully 
discovered ; while, in the great majority of instances, 
whatever of familiarity with Scripture is displayed, is 
the fruit of some previously imbibed instruction, and 
not what has been elicited by any pains or encourage- 
ment of which our system is the parent ? 

And then let us offer up the prayer " that there 
never may be wanting a supply of persons duly quali- 
fied to serve God both in Church and state !" Might 
not the complaint justly go up from those, (who, 
once inmates of our walls, are now " gone out into 
all lands," and their "voice," in some cases, even 



i. 



SUFFICIENCY OF 



[Se, 



" unto the ends of the world,' ") yea, a " sound" of re- 
proach, and not of gratitude, be heard, that they had 
leamed Jiere everything but religion as a study, that 
they had been taught, we will not say to rely exclu- 
aively upon their own exertions, but certainly not to 
seek chiefly " the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness," trusting that all other things " would be added 
unto them ^" Or granting that religion is held here 
(as elsewliere) for the " one thing needful ' ;" that it 
is preached from our pulpits, practised in our lives, 
encouraged by our countenance ; is that anything 
peculiar to an University ? might it not still j ustly be 
said of us, " What do we here more than others ?" 
when surely more than from others is reasonably 
expected of us, who, if not the twin fountain of theo- 
logical knowledge, are at least the channel from 
which must be derived a main portion of the stream 
that issues forth annually to irrigate the land ! 

We would not however be misunderstood. We 
are not seeking to interfere with the present admi- 
rable arrangements for the scientific and classical 
training of our students That be far from us. These 
are our weapons of defence, this our protective ar- 
mour (under God) against foes from within and with- 
out : and he would be but an injudicious advocate 
on behalf of the Church, who would, by an hasty and 
intemperate zeal, rob her of the privilege of a mixed 
education, by a prematui"c singling out of her sons from 
the general mass assembled in this seat of learning. 

' Rom. X. 18. ' Matt. vi. 33. ' Luke x. 42. 



Far be it from ub to seek to deprive them of any 
fragment, however small, of the untold advantages 
which accrue from a diffusive and promiscuous, but 
not unsound or superficial system of instruction, be- 
fore they enter upon the field of their future labours, 
there to be called upon to grapple with all the thorny 
intricacies of schism, or thread their way through 
the tangled maze of controversy. 

Whatever were haply gained in greater theolo- 
gical attainment, would infallibly, we believe, be lost", 
(and in an increasing ratio,) by any, however well 
meant, or however well organized attempt, at com- 
bining to any material amount, a study of such over- 
whelming interest with the neceesary elements of a 
profound general educatiou. 

But having run, indiscriminately with their fellow- 
students, the decuTsus of scholastic and philosophical 
acquirement, is there nothing specific to be grafted 
on so wholesome a stock, by those members of our 
community, whose profession beiug the ministry, tiieir 
lives are thenceforth to be dedicated to the exclusive 
service of the Church ? 

Have their parents no claim upon us? has their 
country no claim ? Has the cause of truth and re- 
ligion no demand to be heard? 

It is their voice, and not mine, that is being ut- 
tered. I am but the feeble echo of a thousand 
tongues joining far and near in the cry, 

And if the feeling be ajiparently subdued, because 

' Sw Or. Peacfipk on llip Statutes of llie Uiiiv. p. 104. N. 
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not finding loudest utterance, in this place, no where, 
I am satisfied, is it deeper, or more rooted, than among 
those who are liere around me, and to whose interests 
these suggestions would immediately apply. I hear 
them asking, one and all, why is it that their nursing 
mother thus suddenly weans them alone, her darling 
sons, and deprives them at once of that purer milk 
which is to give strength and marrow to their future 
lives; and which they might here so easily, and can 
here alone profitably, imbibe, at this the spring and 
seed-time of their days, but must thirst for in vain 
hereafter, when once called into active employment, 
the never-ceasing routine of daily occupation ? 

Oh, the zest, the pleasure, the eagerness, with 
which I see them swallow for the first time a food 
congenial to their tastes ! How different to the chilly 
languor and listlessneas that characterised their former 
compulsory engagements ! How newly, how freshly, 
do they put forth the vigour of their talents in jnir- 
suit of an object now worthy of their exertion, when 
released from the trammels of a study which they 
have long learned to look uj)on as the grammar, the 
elementary introduction, to the practical schooling of 
the world ! 

Nor second to theirs, would be the satisfaction of 
him, whose office it would become to deliver to an 
audience so composed, the initiatory lessons of theo- 
logy ', the principles of a science directed not to the 
head, but the heart. 



' See Evans' Biog. of Enrly Pathers, Life of Clem. Alex. 
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How wakeful, how attentive, how docile his hear- 
ers ! not now striving ambitiously for the fleetJDg 
rewards of earthly merit ; not aspiring to the mere 
temporary distinction of academic honour; but apply- 
ing with heart, and soul, and one accord, to the right 
understanding of that, which would be alike an 
improvement to those who learnt, and him who 
taught, and the profit whereof would appear to them 
both, in the prize of a never-fading crown, a glory 
and blessing in the world to come. 

So would they indeed " hear Moses and the pro- 
phets" to some account. " Hear them," and read 
them in their original dialects, known, alas, now to 
how few ! 

" Hear," too, the voice of the early Fathers of the 
Church ; how otherwise to reach their ears ? 

" Hear," lastly, the sound doctrines of our reform- 
ers, and those master-spirits, who, following in their 
steps, have brought the torch of pure Christianity 
down to our times, and delivered it burning brightly 
into our hands, to be transmitted thence, let ua pray, ' 
(by the grace of God assisting us,) to the latest age, ' 
and uttermost corner of the world'. 



' On llie subject of these last pages, see a Sermon preached 
before the University of Cambridge, 1836 ; by the Rt. Rev. 
Jambs Henby Mokk, D.U., Bishop of Gloucester. 
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Luke xvi. 30. 

And he said, Nay, father Abraham ; but if one went unto 
them from the dead, they will repent. 

How heart-breaking a reply was that with which the 
Rich man was met by the patriarch, when imploriug 
that Lazarus might be despatched as a messenger to 
his father's house, and his five brethren ; " They have 
Moses and the prophets ; let them hear them." 

Had Abraham desired him to be calm, when he 
was burning in the flames of hell fire ; or bid him 
quench his thirst in the scalding sulphur, when he 
begged for a finger dipped in water to cool his 
tongue ; he would not, wo think, have uttered words 
sounding more cheerless to the ears of the distracted 
sufferer, than in giving him the answer which we 
dwelt upon in our last discourse, " Let them Lear 
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them !" Well did the sorrowful, but too late penitent 
remember, in his present anguish, how often, over 
their cups and the flowing wine, he and his com- 
panions together had sneered at the legendary lore of 
Moses, and (as they would designate them,) the wild 
fanatic dreams of the prophets. How often, he 
would remember, when the song was rife, and the 
bowl went round, and they roused the nightwatches 
with their untimely revelry, the scoff at God's re- 
vealed Word had been mingled with the passing 
jest, had pointed the raillery, given piquancy to their 
wit, made the walls and the welkin ring again to 
their shout. 

No, not more surely did Belshazzar at his ban- 
quet ', — when he drank wine before a thousand of 
his lords, and they brought the sacred vessels which 
were taken out of the house of God, which was at Je- 
rusalem, and the king, and his princes, his wives, and 
his concubines, drank in them, and they praised the 
gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, and of stone, 
— not more surely did he, and his riotous company, 
blaspheme the Holy One of Israel, and " lift up" 
their voices " against the Lord of heaven °," than had 
these midnight revellers, at their feast, profaned the 
name of Jehovah, taking it in vain in their wanton 
ribaldry ; or using it, the better to give credit to the 
lie, or lard an impure discourse, that would have 
sounded tame, spiritless, and unmanly, unless sea- 
soned and set off bv an oath. 



Oh, then, say anything but this ! Send them any 
message but this ! For, alas ! it is useless to remind 
them of what they know already, that "they have 
Mogea and the prophets." 

Tell them they will ruin their constitutions; that 
nature cannot hold out long against such debauch- 
eries ; that they will " mourn at the last when their 
flesh and their body are consumed '." Tell them, they 
will quickly thus run through their property, and 
waste their substance in riotous living, and be driven 
by famine, like the prodigal, to herd with swine, and 
fill their bellies with the husks that they eat, when 
no man will give unto them ^ Tell them all this, 
and perhaps they may lend an ear to such arguments 
as these ;— or possibly, when sated with a late de- 
bauch, and their appetites palled with excess, or 
delirious with the fever of an overcharged brain, or 
sickening from a surfeit of the blood, they will hear 
the warning voice of their physician, and, promising 
greater temperance for the future, may be brought 
to amend, if not to repent. 

Or, alarmed by the assurances of their steward, 
and his imperative calls to economy and retrench- 
ment, liis frequent reminding them that these nightly 
gamblings can end only in a gaol, that the luxuries 
of the table, and the decoration of the person, must 
have bounds, where tlie means to maintain them are 
not unbounded : they will see reason in the check 



' Luke XV. 13—16. 



thus put to their enjoyments ; they will even take, 
perhaps, the kind meant hint in good part, and cast 
an eye to their affairs, and recover them ere it be too 
late, by adopting an altered and opposite course ; 
and so they may possibly, in time, come even to re- 
pent, and be sorry for their misdoings. 

But, alas ! to tell them " they have Moses and the 
prophets !" Is there no other help for them but this ? 
To bid them go read their Bibles ! Oh, it is adding 
insult to their misery, it is mocking and making 
s]>ort of their despair ! 

What can "Moses and the prophets" avail thenj, 
who have lived now for years without God in the 
world? How shall they derive any advantage from 
this resource? How shall they find a cure in such a 
remedy as this ? 

We are not therefore surprised, at finding their 
brother, who knew them so well, betake himself once 
more to prayer, and essay yet more earnestly to move 
the compassion of Abraham. 

He must have sunk in hopeless dismay, to wait, in 
horrid anticipation, the term of his brethren's joining 
him " in that place of torment," had he not be- 
thought himself of one more expedient, one chance 
that he might be listened to ; namely, on the ground 
of mercy, with an assurance of its entire success. 
' Surely he could not be refused, when he promised 
the repentance of his family, the recovery of five 
souls for heaven, from the dominion of the great 
enemy of mankind. Let him try once again; it is 



WILFULNESS OP UNBELIEVERS j 



[Kb, 



worth the experiment ; the occasion calls for every 
exertion; who can tell but that this time he may 
prevail?' So he cried again, and said, "Nay, father 
Abraham, but if one went unto them from the dead, 
they will repent." 

How strongly do these words show what a fearful 
race of depravity these men must have run, and how 
hardened must their hearts have been in sin, when 
it is come to this, that on no other supposition, than 
that of a miracle being wrought for them, (second 
only in awfulness to that, of their having died them- 
selves, and risen again to life,) can their wretched 
brother conceive it possible they should be re- 
claimed ! If they could be permitted to "see with 
their eyes," they might perchance believe ; he had 
no hope for them of the blessing, promised only to 
those "who have not seen, and yet have believed'." 

There is something too of the character of the 
individual before us, again observable in this point of 
the parable. We before saw his selfishness break 
out, uncorrected by even the torments of hell : — we 
now see the wilfulness of a disposition, obstinately 
bent on attaining its end, and suffering no denial to 
its wishes, so long as pertinacity may by possibility 
avail. Such had not been the example set him by La- 
zarus on earth, the now favoured client of the angels ; 
he had not made the gates, and the courtyard of the 
Rich man, resound with his howling complaints. 
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and passionate supplications. He had not been the 
sturdy beggar, to extort by importunity what bad 
been denied to tlie silent claims of abject penury ; — 
lie bad expressed his desire in his countenance, and 
been mot in return witli the scornful rebuke of the 
proud, and the arrogant look of the wealthy. 

But such was not the eye that was now directed 
by Abraham on his imploring suppliant, whom be 
mildly addresses by the title of " Son ;" — he had 
" turned to the prayer of the poor destitute, and de- 
spised not his desire ' ;" but his first request had been 
for a thing impossible, his second, unhappily, for that 
which it would have been a mockery to grant. 

Not so, however, did the Rich man think : and he 
is fain to contradict even the wisdom and experience 
of an Abraham, and assert the supremacy of his own 
opinion, against the judgment and authority of the 
saint. " Nay, father Abraham !" You must at least 
give credit to me here. I must surely be the best 
judge in this matter. — I, who know my brethren so 
well : I, who have lived with them so long, and been 
of them, and amongst them, must surely bo best 
acquainted with what sort of argument is most likely 
to have weight with them, what kind of call bring 
them home to your flock ! Alas ! it escaped him, 
while thus insisting on his own superior information, 
and claiming deference to his judgment as one fami- 
liar with the case, that further qualifications were 
wanting, other attributes than those which intimacy 
' Psalm L-li. 17- 
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would afford ; and that it was not impossible that 
one, who had proved himself mistaken while living, 
might be equally in error thougli dead ; that he, who 
had been a rebellious disciple on earth, would not 
naturally be looked to as a master teacher in hell. 

And, surely, it ia something in a manner incon- 
ceivable, might we not say almost bordering on the 
incredible, that any men should be so besotted in 
intellect, so hardened and confirmed in sin, so 
wedded to this transient world, so indifferent re- 
garding an eternity to come, that they could lend a 
careless ear, and unconcernedly listen, to the tale of 
one newly risen from the grave ; — that they should 
not take alarm, and alter their course, upon the fresh 
and vivid report of one coming from the dead, yea, 
bringing them tidings of their brother from the 
nethermost hell ; and assuring them solemnly, that 
what they had heard, and read of together, and often 
perhaps jested and laughed at in common, of a Judg- 
ment hereafter, and torments for the wicked, a fire 
unquenchable, and an undying worm, were indeed no 
cunningly devised fables, as once they had vainly 
imagined, the contrivances of priestcraft, or the 
visions of enthusiasts and fools; but that they were 
very truth, as their brother could now from sad, 
but, alas ! too late experience, bear witness ; and 
that he had sent one to them, by permission, though 
but for a moment, with the express object of warn- 
ing them of their danger, while yet for them there 
was left time and place to rejient. 
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Such we think might well be the impression of 
many a person even to this day, on first hearing the 
passa^ of our text ; nay more, such, we can well 
conceive, would have been the persuasion in which 
several would have deliberately acquiesced, had they 
not learned to repose in the decision of a Heavenly 
Teacher, and to submit their own fallacious concep- 
tions to the wisdom of the Son of God, believing, in 
humble confidence, that it must be as He has stated 
it. Whose word ia very truth. 

We mean, that a similar conclusion to that of the 
Itich man in our text, would not be the most im- 
probable one, for many, even rationally thinking 
people, to arrive at, if they troubled themselves at 
all with the consideration of what would be most 
likely to produce conviction in their own minds, as 
to the necessity of providing for a future state, in- 
stead of living wholly (as we suppose them to be 
now doing) to a life, which stands as a mere cypher 
in the account, when compared with the eternity 
of a life to come. We can imagine them at once 
admitting, that the appearing of a person to them- 
selves, — with whom they had once been familiar, and 
associated much while living, (for the case is the 
same whether it be the party himself that appears, 
or his authorised representative,) and whom they 
had seen removed from them indeed by death, but 
whither they knew not, whether to annihilation, or 
to some other scene dillerent from, or resembling, 
this, but certainly never to return (at least witliin 
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their own calculations) to them ; — that the reappear- 
ance, we say, of such a one, openly and palpably to 
vision and to hearing, with a tale of horror, and a 
voice of alarm, would have greater influence with 
tliem, than any process of reasoning, however snbtle 
and admirable ; any appeal to their understandings, 
however demonstrative; or any opinion they were 
themselves likely {humanly speaking) to embrace, 
by ever so careful a perusal, or ever so attentive & 
hearing of God's written and revealed Word. 

That, in short, such an evidence of their senses 
would be unanswerable and conclusive : while they 
hesitate not to confess, that they are not yet fully 
convinced, though in a great measure so, by what 
they have heard and read, but which has not been 
seen by themselves, of a resurrection, of a judgment, 
of a heaven, and a hell. In fact, that though already 
more than half disposed to listen to the voice of 
Mosea and the prophets, and act up to their instruc- 
tions, they want but this alone to be satisfied of 
their truth, " that one should come unto them from 
the dead." The others might have succeeded, in- 
deed, in alarming them for a season, and have 
brought them to think occasionally of a iiiture 
world ; but the effect of this visitation would be 
permanent, the remembrance of it incapable of 
being ever effaced. The others might have opened 
their eyes, but this would touch their hearts, and 
complete their conversion; the others might have 
raised, perhaps, their doubts, and excited their curi- 
I 



WALKING BY SIGHT NOT BY FAITH. 

osity, but by this at once they would be " persuaded," 
amend their lives, and " repent." 

So we are not altogether surprised at finding the 
Rich man thus persisting in his own view of the 
case. His aasumptioa is merely, that there is no 
evidence like that of seeing with one's eyes, and 
hearing with one's ears. He had no idea of the 
kind of proof, on which the devout believer rests 
for his conviction. It had never so much as entered 
into his mind to conceive the condition of one, 
hearing without ears, seeing without eyes, building 
his faith on a rock, hidden and invisible, but yet 
so strong, that the gates of hell cannot prevail 
against it ; of one, seeing with an eye constructed 
to behold " Him who is invisible ' ;" of one, hearing 
with an ear attuned to heavenly music, and listening 
in rapture to an harmony issuing from no earthly 
source : one, who like " father Abraham," has " re- 
joiced to see the day of Christ," though afar ofF, 
and having so seen it, though with the eye only of 
faith, can be " glad ° ;" who can cry out with the 
aged Simeon, "Now lettest thou thy servant depart 
in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation ' ;" 
who can echo feelingly the enthusiasm of Job, "I 
have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear, but 
now mine eye seeth Thee*." 

Nor let it sound strange, or exaggerated, to any 

' Heb. xi. 27- ' John viii. 50. 

-' ' Luke ii. 29, 30. * Job xlii. .1. 
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of my hearers, that we thus claim for the true and 
faithful believer, a conviction, even stronger than any 
that can be arrived at through the medium of the 
senses. For why should it be thought with any 
one, a thing incredible, that a faith, existing inde- 
pendently of eight, should be even deeper seated 
and more irresistible than one that does not ? 

There are of those present, and not a few of 
thom, who know well, (and far better than we can 
hope to explain ourselves in a limited discourse,) what 
it is to receive a problem that has been subjected 
to actual demonstration. There are present those 
who know full well the import of that word, and 
with whom no conviction can possibly be stronger 
than that arrived at by inductive proof. 

They have been early and long habituated to sub- 
mit everything to this test ; to trace cause and eifect, 
only so far as this clue will accompany them ; to 
verify satisfactorily step by step, and link after link, 
with this only guide, the nice chain of reasoning upon 
which theories depend. Laving to deal with the ab- 
strusest matters which can engage the powers and 
attention of man. 

To such persons, it is perhaps not going too far to 
say, that even ocular witness does not produce a 
more clear and definite apprehension of the truth, 
than the method of calculation upon which their 
behef is established. 

They are sure of their grounds in this last case ; in 
the case of sight they think it not impossible they 
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may have been deceived. Demonstrate to tliem a 
proposition by the principles they have been accuB- 
tomed to rely on as infallible, and they will have less 
doubt, we maintain, of the accuracy of the result, 
than they would have of the evidence of any one of 
their senses. To them the pleadings of the ablest 
advocate would sound but as idle words, in compari- 
son of that on which they have built their faith. It 
may be, that the nature of their reasonings is known 
only to themselves, with a few other masters in the 
science; and yet they claim universal submission to 
their deductions, and would be justly amazed at its 
being withheld ; or pity, perhaps, or contemptuously 
despise the ignorance that refused it. And why ? 
because they are satisfied with their own conclusions, 
and expect the uninformed to take their report upon 
trust. And we do so: why? not because we see 
their operations, and understand or investigate their 
premises; but because we know of their reputation, 
and have confidence in their skill. And do they in 
turn take nothing on trust? Is there nothing, (say 
only in the range of the physical sciences,) which 
they too are prepared to receive " as little children," 
because one, in whom they have confidence, asserts 
it ? Is there nothing which they feel themselves 
not ashamed to confess they believe to be true, 
though admitting freely that they cannot prove it, 
perhaps have not even any disposition to do so ? 

And yet it is no more than this, which we are 
assuming in the case before us. 
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Abraliam exacted no more of the five brethren, 
and tlie household of the Rich man, than is looked 
for from us all, when we are called upon to believe 
upon competent authority, without the corroborative 
testimony of personal experience. And he was right. 
For no doubt it were as rational to deny that a mira- 
cle had ever been wrought at all, because we our- 
selves were not the witnesses of it, as it would be to 
disallow the inference to wliich such miracles, (when 
admitted on the report of others,) must unavoidably 
lead. 

We are therefore justified in concluding that the 
same hardness of heart, and wilfulness of disposition 
which now showed itself in inattention to reported 
revelation, would have appeared, though under a 
different name, in incredulity and resistance to even 
ocular demonstration. For we must remember our 
Saviour does not say, " If they are not persuaded by 
Moses and the prophets," but if they "hear not;" 
evidently pointing to that solf-opiniated obstinacy, 
the most hopeless of all conditions, that will not be 
taught, that shuts its ears to the voice of the charmer, 
closes its eyes wantonly against the evidence that 
might convince it. 

To such persons, how useless to concede a fiirther 
sign ! The experiment might have been made, but 
it would inevitably have failed : and they who had 
rejected the written word of God, would have re- 
mained equally proof against the more condemning 
testimony of the resurrection from the dead : yea 
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would have " crucified afresh the Son of God'" Him- 
self, rather than they would have believed, and been 
saved. 

But as this is a point we shall have occasion to 
treat of more at large in our next discourse, we will 
content ourselves at present with assuming the fact 
on the authority of our Saviour's assertion ; and pro- 
ceed to show, how it was rather in mercy, (than he- 
cause it was merely useless,) that the prayer of the 
Rich man was refused by him to whom it was ad- 
dressed. For, if fearful was the penalty awaiting his 
five bretliren, upon their neglecting the means of 
grace then before them, (and which it was still open to 
them, by God's grace, to accept,) how tenfold more 
fearftil must have been their condemnation, had they 
received, in addition, the granted prayer of their re- 
lative, and one been sent unto them on purpose from 
the dead, but yet they had, notwithstanding, (as we 
conclude they would have done, as infallibly in this 
case, as in the other,) remained unpersuaded, and 
resolute in sin ! 

Oh, it is in mercy surely that God to this hour 
often hearkens not to the prayer of the thoughtless 
Christian against his own sO'ul ! And oh ! if any oue, 
who has now Moses and the prophets ; if any one, 
who has now the recorded life, death, and resurrec- 
tion of a Saviour before him, would yet seek a fur- 
ther revelation, would yet ask for a sign, and see 
with the natural eye, that which be cannot, or will 
' Heb. ^i. 6. 



WILFULNESS OF UNBELIEVERSi 



not apprehend with the spiritual ; if he says in his 
heart. ' Would that I had more evidence, would that 
God would vouchsafe to me stronger proofs than 
these, that I might helieve indeed!' let him drive 
away this suggestion of Satan from his bosom, as he 
would a serpent from his bed ! Why should he 
multiply the grounds of condemnation against him- 
self? why furnish an' unanswerable argument to 
his Almighty Judge, " Out of thine own mouth T will 
condemn thee ' ? " 

For what was the conduct of the great body of the 
Jews, to whom this miracle, of one risen from the 
dead, was vouchsafed ? and what right have we to 
presume that our's would have been different ? We 
shall adopt in this place the remarks of a publication, 
already referred to in one of our former discourses ' : 
" It is to be observed," says the writer in question, 
"that the very commencement of the plot against 
our Saviour's life, was the report of his raising La- 
zarus from the dead." For we read, in the account 
of the transaction by St. John, that " some of the 
Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things 
which Jesus did, went their ways to the Pharisees, 
and told them ; who thereupon gathered a council, 
and from that day forth took counsel together for to 
put Jesus to death '." " Certainly," proceeds our 
author, " a most astonishing fact, as leading to the 
development of this fearful phenomenou in the human 
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mind, tliat the circumstance which, of all conceivable, 
should have been most to their wealth, was unto 
them an occasion of falling." Upon which fact, 
moreover, a not unwarrantable conjecture has been 
hazarded, that our Saviour's shedding tears, and 
strong inward emotion, upon the same occasion, arose 
not more from his personal attachment to the indi- 
vidual and his family, (as theJews conceived was the 
sole motive, when they remarked it, and said, " Be- 
hold how He loved bim ',") than from the depth of His 
love extended to all mankind, and His foreseeing, as 
He did, how awful would be the consequences re- 
sulting to them from this act. " Jesus therefore 
again groaning in Himself cometb to the grave * ;" 
wliich remark of the Evangelist, it may be observed, 
follows immediately upon tliat of the bystanders, in 
which they would have inculpated the Lord of life, 
while in reality they were condemning themselves, 
" Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the 
blind, have caused that even this man should not 
have died ' ?" And yet no eyes, that He had opened, 
had been more desperately blind, than those which 
were then witnesses of this miracle; and lamenting 
which, the same Jesus had before said, " If ye were 
blind, ye should have no sin : but now ye say. We 
see; therefore your sin reniaineth ^." 

So that, if the death of one well-beloved, and that 
only for four days, (as He knew Himself what He 

■ John xi.36. ' Ibid.ver. 38. ' Ibid. ver. 37. ' ILid. int. 41, 
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would do,) were 8o bitter to Him, no wonder that He 
should aigb for the millions and millions, whom this 
miracle of His was about to consign to death everlast- 
ingly ; no wonder that He ehould weep at the thought 
of them, thus to be convicted of hopeless unbelief, 
and contempt of His word and commandment ! 

For surely no act of contumacy and rebellion could 
ever surpass that of which these Jews, and those who 
would receive their report as from eye-witnesses, were 
then guilty, in thus refusing to acknowledge this the 
consummation of His power, the masterpiece of His 
divine legation ; an act never again to be equalled, 
until equalled and surpassed at once by Himself, 
when He raised His own body triumphantly from the 
grave. 

The chief priests, we are still further told, besides 
thus "rejecting the counsel of God against them- 
selves '," sought even to put Lazarus again to death *, 
that they might remove the witness from before 
their eyes, " because that by reason of him many of 
the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus '." So 
far were they at any rate from being " persuaded" 
by the evidence of " one risen from the dead ;" so 
resolutely were they bent on rejecting at any cost the 
light which was come into the world ; so truly is 
conviction, and a thorough conversion of the soul, no 
work of the will alone, but the gift of the Holy Spirit 
of God ! 
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We are disposed therefore to concur in the opiuioii 
that the passage of our text has an indirect reference 
to this infirmity of our nature, foreknown as it was to 
our Lord ; and that it was His intention tacitly to 
convey a mournful prophecy of the reception His own 
resurrection would meet with '. 

He would have us thereby silently rebuked for 
relying presumptuously upon our own strength, in- 
stead of seeking help of Him in prayer, and resting, 
as He has bid us, upon " every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God ^." 

We pretend not, indeed, to say but tliat sujier- 
natural revelations have been occasionally, and may 
be again, vouchsafed by the Almighty to call sinners 
to repentance. We deny not, but that circumstances, 
over which we have no control ourselves, and which 
the world calls accident or chance, will sometimes 
forcibly enlighten the thoughtless with the know- 
ledge of that truth, which the constant presence, and 
even reading or hearing of Moses and the prophets, 
had failed hitherto to accomplish. But these are 
mercies, and unaccountable acts of grace, not to be 
relied upon; and perhaps are rarely, if ever, conceded, 
except where an earnest desire to understand the 
Scriptures, in a childlike and tractable spirit, has first 
been shown. So that, after all, even upon this sup- 
position of extraordinary interference, we are driven 
back to our original position, that the regular and 

' Oxford Trad above quotei], p. l?- 
' Dent. viii. 3. Malt, iv. 1. 
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appointed means of grace must first be applied to, 
and that we cannot disregard them except at the 
peril of our immortal souls ! 

And here T would close my present remarks, but 
that an opportunity is afforded me, of applying our 
text in a way that appears to me not altogether 
foreign to the moral it should convey. 

We see in it a moving appeal to one of the 
mainsprings by which human nature is regulated. 
We hear in it a man, like ourselves, bearing testi- 
mony to that which he conceives an instrument of 
persuasion, unequalled by any coming within his own 
experience. We differ from him, it is true, in his 
conclusion, but we cannot but admit the plausibility 
of his view. 

He considered that his brethren, though deaf to 
all other inducements, would have yielded instantly 
to the arguments of one once similarly situated to 
themselves. He considered, that the urgent re- 
monstrance of their companion could not be disre- 
garded, but would effectually arouse them, nor would 
they be found sleeping again. 

And may I not therefore be excused in assuming-, 
that human nature is still the same ; and that there 
are, upon whom the warning voice of a comrade, 
speaking from his own experience, will not be thrown 
away, where every other expedient has been resorted 
to in vain. 

There are around me not a few of those, who are 
now perhaps attending this house of God for the 
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last time ; and who, about to be scattered themselves 
far and wide in the land, are leaving behind them 
their present intimates and associates, to run the 
career from which they have themselves so recently 
emerged. 

Their name will not immediately be forgotten, 
but, whether for good or ill, will dwell awhile in the 
scenes and recollections of the past. 

If, then, there be among them those, (we will hope 
but a handful,) who are now suffering the compunc- 
tions of a conscience awakened to a too late know- 
ledge of the things which belong really to their 
peace '. If there be among them those, who have a 
dreary waste in prospect, to take the place of the 
pleasant valleys, the sunshine, and the joy, in which 
they have heedlessly been basking during their 
sojourn here. If there be, that have now to re- 
proach themselves, that they "have received their 
good things" in their day, but that the night of 
sorrow and repentance has at length overtaken 
them, wherein it will be their portion to mourn 
over opportunities despised, advantages overlooked, 
but, alas, never to be recalled, talents misapplied or 
neglected, and all for the paltry recreations of an 
hour, the momentary gratifications of sensuality, in- 
dolence, or pride : — if, from this epitome of life, thus 
passed away to themselves, and registered now 
among the things that have been, such he left their 
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reflection for the time to come : — oil ! let them seek 
an alleviation of their feelings, a balm for their sad 
(we would not call it unavailing) remorse, in urging 
the word of caution upon their friends, and giving 
them at least the benefit of their own experience ! 
Yes ; let them be to their brethren, as " one risen 
from the dead," proclaiming his own sufferings, 
pointing out where he stcpt aside, and how be 
stumbled and fell, and bidding them avoid tread- 
ing in his path, lest tbey at last come to the 
same torment as himself! "Verily," we say unto 
him, " even such a one shall in no wise lose 
his reward '." 
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And he said unto him, If they hear not Mo?c3 and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the 

So frequently and so ably has this concluding verse, 
of the parable of the Rich man and Lazarus, been 
handled ', that vain indeed and presumptuous would 
I)C any expectation on my part to draw from it fresh 
matter for instruction, more especially when it is 
my privilege to be addressing an audience of study 
and observation like the present. 

But as daily experience tells us, that the plainest 
truths cannot be too often repeated, lest they be 
forgotten ; as, for example, we find the monthly 

' See, in particular, the powerful Sermons on this subject, by 
Archbishop Tillotson, and Dean Atterbury. 
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repetition of the Psalms bring to our notice, on the 
several occasions of their reliearsal, hopes and con- 
solations almost unobserved before ; and the books 
of the New Testament, though read through publicly 
thrice every year, never cease to engage our atten- 
tion, and increase our light and knowledge on each 
reiterated perusal ; so the preacher may stand ex- 
cused, who, in reviewing the arguments which a 
text like the present affords for our use, says 
nothing indeed which had not been said before, and 
yet hopes, by God's preventing grace, that the 
thrice told tale may so appear in a fresher garb to 
some of his hearers, that, if not by its novelty, yet 
at least under the semblance of it, it may become 
attractive, and find a place in the unoccupied heart. 
On such a hope it is, that we rest our small 
claims to acceptance ; and not from our treatment 
of it, but from the intrinsic importance of the sub- 
ject itself, we would conamend it to your favourable 
hearing. There would be an end of delivering God's 
message by the tongue, if the preacher were to be 
deterred from selecting the most imposing texts, 
because they had been already exhausted ; and the 
rising generation would suffer, instead of profiting, 
as it ought naturally to do, by the wisdom of its 
forefathers, if we feared to tread in their steps, lest 
we become liable to the charge of either borrowing 
from the stores they have laid up, or saying more 
feebly that which they had delivered with greater 
vigour and energy before. 



But, thanks be to God, the repository of His 
word is not so poor and scanty, as to admit of but 
one combination ; on the contrary, such is its rich- 
ness, and hidden vein of wealth, that the longer we 
meditate therein, and the more we furnish our minds 
with the labours of others upon it, the greater is 
our likelihood of being able, like the Scribe in- 
structed unto the kiugdoni of heaven, to bring 
forth out of this treasure-house " things new as 
well as old '." 

We have said so much, by way of explanation 
for entering this fifth and last time upon the con- 
sideration of a subject, part of which, moreover, we 
were unavoidably led into anticipating in our former 
discourse. But there still remains more to be said ; 
and as long as we have reason to believe, which 
from our own knowledge we have, that one mind 
is yet unconvinced of the truth of our text, so long 
shall we feel that we are not exceeding our com- 
mission, in repeating it, and assuring liim, in its 
strong and solemn breathing terms, that if he listens 
not now to the revelations of Scripture, if he bows 
not in submission to the written word of God, not 
even an apparition from the region of spirits would 
do anjlhing further to convince him ; that, in short, 
(for the language of our Saviour shall be heard for 
itself,) " If Le hear not Moses and the prophets. 



' Malt. xiii. Si. 
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iieitlier would he be persuaded, though one rose 
from the dead." 

It is scarcely possible to hear these words without 
amazement at the peremptory nature of the reply ; 
and we are far from wondering, that it at length suc- 
ceeded in silencing the petitioner, and putting an 
effectual stop to all further remonstrance. It shows 
us how well its Author understood the secret springs, 
and most hidden principles of our nature, and how 
little He " needed that any one " should teach Him, 
for " He knew Himself what was in man '." It is 
the decisive reply of one speaking as from authority, 
and not like the Scribes " retailing the doctrines that 
had been delivered to them. 

We can well conceive the astonishment with 
which it would be heard by His disciples, who were 
at hand when it was uttered, and the fierce indigna- 
tion it would excite among the Pharisees, at whose 
unbelief, as well as their covetousness, it is clear the 
jjarablo was levelled. 

They "heard all these things, and they derided 
him ' ;" but we question but some of them would 
be pricked to the heart, with a sense of shame 
uufelt before; and, perceiving the application, would 
have sundry qualms of conscience to stifle, ere they 
could return, with the same ease as formerly, to their 
habitual course of hfe. But the most part of them 
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would lull this troublesome attendant to rest, by 
the consolatory reflection that the hypothesis was a 
false one, and not worthy of serious consideration. 
They were of the class of the Rich man themBelves, 
and, like their representative, would still prefer 
adopting their own views of what was right, and 
teaching Abraham (as we saw in our last) a shorter, 
if not a surer road to salvation than that lying 
through a hearing and receiving of the Scriptures. 

Nor would they be found singular in tlieir opinion, 
as the sentence of our text is doubtless one of the 
most startling of those, which from time to time 
uttered by our Saviour, (none of Whose words were 
allowed to fall to the ground,) were caught up 
by the ear, and recorded by the pen of the inspired 
Evangelists. 

But having said it, and the words standing there 
in the dignity of incontestible truth, we are bound 
as Christians to believe them. 

We are not, therefore, going to enter the lists 
with the Sceptic, and prove the reasonableness of 
that, which it is more becoming in us to receive 
with the simplicity of babes. We are not prepared 
to enrol ourselves in the number of those who will 
argue, previously to admitting, the positionB of Holy 
Writ. 

It having however chanced to ourselves, it is not 
impossible we may be addressing others whose fortune 
it has also been, to meet with those who have to 
such a degree given the preference to their outward 
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senses, above every other species of evidence, as to 
warrant the opinion, tliat, even in this case, they 
have a "lurking spirit of unbelief," which they are 
perhaps not altogether unaware of themselves. 

So much so at least, that tliough they profess to 
walk not by " sight," but by "iaith," they inwardly 
feel, if not outwardly avow, that their faith would 
be somewhat confirmed by the additional testimony 
spoken of in our text. 

Let us see then how the case really stands in the 
instances where the experiment has already been 
made, and which, if not required to show the truth 
of Abraham's assertion, are records at least of the 
utter inefficiency of the most prodigious miracles to 
reach the hearts of those, who are so wilfully hard- 
ened in unbelief, as to set themselves in defiance 
against the Spirit of God, 

For example ; — of the eight souls who were saved 
with Noah in the ark, when the whole world was 
destroyed by the flood, who would have expected, 
who would have believed it possible, that a Ham 
could so early have been found to incur a curse in 
his posterity, Canaan? — who would so soon have 
looked for the building of a Babel ; the wickedness 
of a Sodom ; the incest of a Lot ? Pass we rapidly 
through the age of the Patriarchs, and notice the 
incredulity of Sarah, the parting with his birthright 
by Esau, the deception of Jacob and Rebekah, the 
selling of Joseph by his brethren ; and this, when 
the greatest nundier of special interfeicnccs of Pro- 



vidence, and visions, and dreams, and personal com- 
munications with angels, are filling the historic page 
of the Bible. 

Advance a little onward in our progress, and we 
find the same Pharaoh unturned from his purpose 
by nine successive signs, and callous even to the 
tenth, the slaying of the first-born before his eyes, 
and the eyes of all the princes of Egypt, who had 
refused in the first instance to let God's people go, 
upon the report of His power at the mouth of His 
servant Moses '. And do we not see the self-same 
Israelites rebelling against Moses in the wilderness, 
{" provoking God at the sea, even at the Red Sea °,") 
who bad incredulously heard him report ' how the 
God of their fathers had appeared * unto him in 
Horeb, and commissioned him from the burning 
bush to deliver them out of bondage ? 

Need we speak of the manna, and the quails, and 
the cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night, and 
the presence of God at Sinai, and the quaking of the 
mount, the thunders and lightnings, and the voice of 
the Lord, as of a trumpet, heard speaking in the midst 
of it ; and then descend to tell of Aaron and the 
children of Israel, after an interval of but forty days, 
"sitting down to eat and to drink, and rising up to 
play \" at the foot of the mount, where they " offered 
up burnt offerings and peace offerings" to a molten 



' Exod. V. 20—23. ' Psalm cvi. 7. ' Exod. iv. 1. 

' Ibid. iii. 2 ; iv. 5. ' Ibid, xsxii. 1— G. 
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calf, saying, "These be tby Gods, O Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt'!" Oh 
no ! you are not wanting to be reminded of the 
leprosy of Miriam, and the brazen serpent, and the 
blossoming of Aaron's rod, and the opening of the 
earth at the rebellion of Korah, when "the Lord 
made a new thing, and the earth opened her mouth, 
{according to the prophecy of Moses,^) and swallowed 
up the rebels ; and they, and all that appertained unto 
them, went down quick into the pit ;" " and all Israel 
that were round about them, fled at the cry of them ; 
for they said, Lest the earth swallow us up also ' ;" 
and how "there came out a fire from the Lord, and 
consumed (before their taces) the two hundred and 
fifty men that oflfered incense ^" And shall we add, 
after this, that only two, of the whole generation 
brought out of Egypt, were nevertheless found so 
persuaded and humbled before God, as to be allowed 
by Him to enter the promised land ? and want we 
still further to convince us ? 

Or if we did, should I not be wasting your time, 
in telling you of the prophet unmoved by " the dnmb 
ass speaking with man's voice *," and the angel of 
God appearing to him with a drawn sword in his 
hand S but preferring notwithstanding the wages of 
unrighteousness * to obeying the commandment of 
God ? Would it not be merely idle after this, to 

■ Exod. sxxii. 1—6. ' Numb. xvi. 30—33. 

■ Numb. xvi. 34, S."). ^ 2 Pet. ii. 16. 
' Ibid. xxii. .'Jl, "2 Pet. ii. 15. 
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appeal to the falling down of the walls of Jericho at 
the sound of a trumpet, and the sun standing still, 
and the Judges, and the Prophets ; and yet the two 
tribes only found faithful, when the ten departed 
from the covenanted mercies of Jehovah ? The 
captivity, the return, the judgment upon Babylon, 
the four men walking unbound in the midst of the 
burning fiery furnace, and the form of the fourth 
like the Son of God 1 

And if this were not enoug'h, would it be to weaken 
the credibility of Abraham's assertion, if wo brought 
you down to the times of our Saviour ? — to the mi- 
racles, not less, surely, in either magnitude or number, 
which were witnessed by thousands in His presence, 
without producing corresponding results ; yea, though 
they "appear not to have been doubted by the un- 
believing Jews themselves ' ?" 

We are aware, indeed, that " from the conside- 
ration of the unrelenting severity of his persecutors, 
an argument has been formed against their belief in 
the Christian miracles ;" but if it were likely, which 
happily it is not, that any of my present hearers should 
hold such an opinion, we are happy in being able to 
refer him to a full and satisfactory answer for such 
doubt, in a valuable work on the early opinions of 
Jews and Christians concerning Christ, brought re- 
cently under the notice of the religious public, and 
in which it is most ably shown that the objection, 

' See Dr. Turtos's edition of Witsoir on the New Testament, 
d.. i. 5 3. 



we refer to, can only have " arisen from extreme 
inattention to the motives by which the conduct" of 
the Jews at the time was really "influenced'," Be- 
aides, it ia clear, from the Evangelist's account, that 
the resurrection of our Lord did not immediately 
produce the effect it might have been expected to 
have done, even upon His own followers, and who 
could have no motive for disbelieving. For, says St, 
Matthew *, when recording His appearance by ap- 
pointment in Galilee on a mountain to His disciples, 
" when they saw Him, they worshipped Him, but 
some doubted ;" and this, of the eleven, to whom 
His resurrection after three days had been repeatedly 
foretold, and from whom was thereby removed all 
pretext for fancying it might be some phantom con- 
jured up by an excited imagination. 

Away then, with the infidel boast, 'When I see, I 
will believe, and not till then !' — Away with the 
Pharisaical presumption rebuked by Jesus, when He 
said unto them, " Except ye see signs and wonders, 
ye will not believe ' !" Not that He thereby meant 
it to be understood, that, did they see those signs 
and wonders, they would believe ; — no, for He bad 
too often Himself witnessed and "marvelled at their 
unbelief V to be led away by that impression ; but 
designing thereby bitterly to expose their obstinacy, 
and condemn them in words famished by themselves. 



I, &c. Camb. 1838. 
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lie had heard them pride themselves on being the 
disciples of Moses, and seen how they built up the 
tombs of the prophets, and yet could charge them 
that whereas " Moses had given them a law, none of 
them kept that law ' ;" and knowing that of those 
who did " hear Moses and the prophets," there would 
l>e but few who would acknowledge Hie resurrection, 
He was not to be deluded into the hopeless expec- 
tation, that they, who heard not those high authori- 
ties, would become at once sudden converts, and give 
in their adhesion on the spot to the evidence merely 
of one risen from the dead. And this, too, with the 
knowledge He had of Herod's having openly admitted, 
or expressed his opinion, that " John the Baptist, 
whom he had beheaded, was risen from the dead, and 
that therefore mighty works did show forth them- 
selves in him V' while yet the same Herod continued 
so far unrepentant and unworthy of favourable re- 
gard, that upon our Saviour's being brought before 
him, and " questioned by him in many words. He an- 
swered him nothing V and would work for him no 
miracle, though he hoped to have seen one done by 
Him ; upon which Herod joined with his men of war 
in setting Him at nought, and mocking Him. 

Oh, no; it was not unadvisedly that Abraham 
made the assertion of our text ! 

Ho knew what unfaithfulness had been in his 
own day; and why should he have any better ground 
of hope for the generations to come ? 

' John vii. 19, ' Mark vi. 14 — 16. " Luke xxiii. fi — 11. 
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Wliat was there in the evil and adulterous race, 
wbii'li signalized our Saviour's appearance upon 
eartb, to mark it out as an exception to the gene- 
ral rule, that indifference to religion is but the twin 
sister to infidelity ; and that he who refused to hear, 
would be equally impregnable to the evidence of 
sight? 

But we think that the condemning reply to the 
Rich man's jiroposal, thus put by our Lord into the 
mouth of the great patriarch, commands a wider 
range than we have hitherto attributed to it ; and 
embraces a far more dangerous and wide-spreading 
disease, than the mere neglect to bear the word of 
God from motives of indolence, thoughtlessness, or 
even the dissipations of life. 

We know how extensively the Gospel precepts 
apply ; and we can well believe that tlieir divine 
Author, on an occasion like this, forecast in His mind 
a root of unbelief, which, like the tares amongst the 
wheat, should grow with the growing of the word, 
till it would at length well nigh choke and over- 
power the good seed. He would see prophetically, 
how an age would arise in later times, where a pride 
of intellect would be the besetting sin ; a pride, dif- 
ferent to that of riches, and apparel, and luxury, and 
state, and ceremony, and riotous living, and sump- 
tuous display, but quite as hostile to the reception of 
His religion; as far, yea farther, from walking by faith 
and not by sight. 

He would see, how the learning of such a genera- 
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tion would revolt at " the foolishness of preaching ' ;" 
and how, like the Athenian philosopher of old, they 
would hear one, patiently, telling them of an " un- 
known God," but " mock '," when we come to speak 
of "Jesus and the resurrection," God manifest in 
the flesh, born of a virgin, dwelling among men, suf- 
fering on the cross, as a satisfaction and atonement 
for the sins of the whole world. 

We point not now to any particular nation, we 
single not out the people to whom these remarks 
more generally apply. Thanks be to God that our 
own country is not yet the one upon which the eye 
of suspicion will rest ! But there is, we confess it, 
even near home, a tendency, we fear a prevailing and 
advancing tendency, to set too much store by the 
microscopic powers of the human instruments, in- 
stead of being meekly content to walk by the light 
which is from within, and receive, with the teachable- 
ness of babes, things unfathomable by the powers of 
reason. 

Nor do we apprehend to incur here the displeasiu'e 
of the humble-minded, and, by God's grace, the spiri- 
tually enlightened, who have learned to rely less on 
themselves, and to seek more and more for guidance 
to that hidden strength which is from above, and 
which they know full well is not of man, but " com- 
eth down from the Father of lights '." We do not 
anticipate being rebuked by such, if we are bold 

' 1 Cor. i. 21. ' Acts xvii. 32. ' James i. 17- 
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enough to suppose, tliat there may be even amongst 
them a few, who have not yet forgotten the day, 
when they too were of the catalogue of those, who 
would not tamely have brooked the yielding to what 
they could not intellectually comprehend, or forego 
the testimony of their physical capacities in deference 
to the insensible, but (when acknowledged) the all- 
mighty, overruling convictions of faith. 

Such indeed have now learned to apprehend that, 
which even to their minds was before unintelligible. 
They have been taught the great lesson, first prac- 
tised by St. Paul, when he renounced all former 
strongholds of bigotry', and fierceness ', deferring in 
humble aild childlike docility to a Teacher sent from^ 
God. 

They have seen in him an example, a copy of 
themselves ; a creature laid prostrate at the bidding 
of the Creator; a strong man yielding at discretion 
to the stronger than himself, delivering up all the 
armour wherein he had trusted, and going forth to 
fight the battles of his Lord, in the naked confidence 
of a champion shielded by an invisible arm from all 
the malice of his enemies, the fiery and hostile darts 
of the \vicked. They behold in him a genius, power- 
ful by nature, cultivated by art \ quickened by exer- 
cise, but perverted by national prejudice *, and sec- 
tarian pride*, turned inward and against itself by an 
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instrument more powerful than ever was wielded by 
the hand of a logician, or amused itself with detecting 
and exposing the irrationality, the absurdity of Re- 
vealed Religion ! 

Such as these, we say, can now understand the 
before hopeless mystery, of how a man, once certainly 
a persecutor and disbeliever, not to say a scoffer at 
and despiser, of the religion of Christ, how such a 
one could bring himself in faith to admit,— no, not 
bring himself, but be brought in spite of himself, to 
admit, that as the conduct of Abraham was "imputed 
to him for righteousness," in that, under circumstances 
repugnant to human credibility, he "staggered not 
at the promises of God ', through unbelief, but was 
strong in faith, giving glory to God;" and was, (simply 
from the analogy of His other high attributes and 
acts of power,) fully persuaded that " what lie had 
promised," (possible or impossible in the judgment 
of man,) " that He was able also to perform," and 
"therefore it was imputed to him for righteonsness ;" 
that, as it was thus with Abraham, so such men now 
feel it will be with us, if we, like him, are prepared 
to yield up our reason in faith, and believe implicitly 
the word given us by Him " who raised up Jesus 
from the dead, being delivered for our offences, and 
raised again for our justification ' !" 

But we do not expect all to appreciate these words 
in the full sense and force in which they were writ- 
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ten and understood by the conyert St. Paul. That 
must be the gift of God. They would not have been so 
understood and received by even St. Paul himself, had 
they chanced to meet his eye, before it was opened on 
hia journey to Damascus ; or reached his ear, before it 
had been startled by the voice from above, setting all 
resistance at defiance, and precluding all attempt at 
reply. 

Up to that moment he was indeed a man bred in 
all the learning of the Hebrews, second only in the 
knowledge of the law to his master Gamaliel himself; 
versed in the classic page of Greece and Rome ; 
taught with Plato and Aristotle to combat the so- 
phistries of a false philosophy, but not yet taught to 
overcome or mistrust himself, though, with the Aca- 
demy, he was used to mistrust the dogmas of all other 
instructors. 

Of how many a noble spirit is he the great proto- 
type, in this his earlier career ! 

Would to God that a light such as shone around 
him might burst out, and illumine the inmost heart 
of any, who (like the then scholar and philosopher 
of Tarsus,) know not yet what it is to believe with- 
out seeing, and to go confidently forward by the light 
which shineth in darkness ! 

And if it be argued that St. Paul had the evidence 
which our text supposes, namely, that of " one risen 
from the dead," we allow it ; but, iu doing so, we re- 
quire that whatever force belongs to that admission 
in his case, be attributed equally to the Sauls of this 
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generation; to all in short, wlio, iu addition to their 
natural attainments, have the record of his conversion 
and the effects which followed it. 

Would they too have the voice from heaven at 
midday calling to them ? Oh, they know not what 
they ask ! It is in mercy that " the thought of their 
heart is forgiven them !" He to whom all hearts are 
open, denies in charity our half expressed prayer. 
We have seen how miracles innumerable were 
thrown away upon the Jews of old. We have heard 
our Saviour say to them, *' I have done one work, 
and yc all marvel '," but are not persuaded ; and " if 
the mighty works which have been done in you, had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would long ago 
have repented in sackcloth and ashes^ ;" and what 
right have we to assume that our conduct would be 
different ? 

Is it not like the Scribes and Pharisees, when they 
said, " If we had been in the days of our fathers, 
we would not have been partakers with them, in the 
blood of tiie prophets*?" For who has made us to 
differ from our fathers? 

We conclude then that Abraham was right, and 
that he who is not already thoroughly convinced of 
the whole truth of revealed religion, or he who re- 
ceives but a part of it, is not the person to be per- 
suaded, though the evidence were brought home to 
his senses, and multiplied a hundred-fold. 



' Juhn 



ii. 21. 



' M;.t 



i. 30. 



lot 



THE PRIDE OF INTELLECT. 



[Sei 



But who is this, that asks for further witness ? 
Who calls for plainer evidence ? 

Alas, let me Dot be thought to enter the secret 
chamber of any man's heart, and to whisper there, 
" Thou art the man ' !" We only invite each one to 
make that solemn visitation for himself, ere it be 
clone for him at an inquisition which he cannot escape, 
and " Thou art the man," be rung aloud in his ears, 
on the day when all secrets are revealed, and God, 
men, and angels, are present to hear them. There 
may be of those who hear me, whose consciences 
neither accuse, nor yet altogether excuse them. Their 
hearts will occasionally misgive them, and they will 
hesitate, not in doubt, but in fear; crying out at in- 
tervals in the strugglings of the Spirit, " Lord, I be- 
lieve, help thou mine unbelief^" On such persons 
the devil is trying his choicest policy, as with Job, 
Peter, and Thomas, in the endeavour to persuade 
them that they are unbelievers, as a first and often 
successful step towards making them become so. But 
let them not despair, the Holy Spirit is also a fellow 
worker with them, and will not work in vain, if ap- 
pealed to, as our Saviour by the Apostles, " Lord, 
increase our faith ^ !" 

But our fears are not for these. It is not the 
humble-minded, the timid, and the anxious, that call 
for our sympathies or our prayers. They are needed 
for a different class to these ; for those whom we 
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hear exclaim, in tiie confidence of outraged self- 
reliance, ' What ; and cannot we receive the mighty 
scheme of redemption, except on the lerms of be- 
coming babes in intellect, and submitting like iu&nts 
or fools to believe what we are incompetent to un- 
derstand ? Is this the only battle in which the 
weapons of our reason are to be sheathed, the armour 
of our acquirements to rust dn disuse?' 

' Are we, that have conquered in the fields of 
science, and sounded the depths and shoals of all 
human learning, to renounce here our achievements, 
and rank ourselves with the dullard votaries of in- 
capacity or sloth ? ' 

It is for these that we fear ; but yet not without 
hope. Let them try, and, noble as is their ambition, 
they will find even here a conquest not unworthy 
their talents or their pride ; it is the conquest over 
self, the waging war with an enemy unaccustomed to 
yield. 

Let them not be deceived, nor think it a dispa- 
ragement to human intellect, if in matters, not 
coming within its grasp, they are bid to have re- 
course to other operations. The ])owers of our ge- 
nius are not insulted, the span of our faculties not 
contracted, by admitting the fact, that here is inter- 
posed by God an obstacle, which we are not gifted to 
overcome, a mountain here and here only raised in 
our way, which we " may remove by faith '," but can 
' Matt, xvii. 20. 
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never shake to its foundation by all the levers of 
mechanical contrivance. We may be borne above its 
summit by a strength not our own, or must for ever 
be contented to grovel at its base. 

This is no violence we are offering to your reason; 
we are not calling upon you to submit your reason to 
that which reason alone was ever intended to master. 
Our invitation is but that of St. James', when he 
bids you " receive with meekness the engrafted word, 
which is able to save your souls." 

Nor yet are we asking you to acknowledge, without 
inquiry, the truths of revelation, aa it were the ipse 
di,rit of any human autliority. If we did so, well 
might we expect you, like Naaman the Syrian, to 
" turn and go away in a rage ^," indignant at the 
easiness, the simplicity of our proposal. 

It is no easy thing, we repeat it, that we challenge 
you to attempt ! God is our witness to the diffi- 
culty of our plan ; and He that " resisteth the proud 
but giveth grace unto the humble V' He that " up- 
boldeth all that fall, and raiseth up all those that be 
bowed down*," will not be backward to respond to the 
etfort by which any one thus seeks Him in the way 
He has Himself pointed out. 

And is it, let me ask, no privilege ? say rather is it 
not the highest privilege that we are allowed to 
bring thus the offering of a prostrated mind, and lay 

' Jam. i, 21, ' 2 Kings v. 12. " Jam. iv. G. I Pet. v. 5. 
'Paalmcxlv. 14. 
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it at the feet of the Giver ? To recognise His sove- 
reignty in something too vast to be compassed by the 
intellect, but which yet that Intellect can pierce 
when directed and illumined by Himself? Is it no- 
thing that you are permitted to make so splendid a 
sacrifice at the shrine of the Almighty? to oifer 
bullocks and young rams at His altar, while another 
can bring but a pair of turtle-doves, or two young 
pigeons? That yours are the treasures of a royal 
and potent prince, the gold, frankincense, and myrrh, 
of the wise men of the East, while the uneducated 
worshipper throws in of his poverty the two mites, 
unnoticed by man perhaps in the crowd, though 
counted dear and accepted of God ? 

We began these discourses by an exhortation to 
liberality, on the reasonable ground, of giving back to 
God of our wealth according as He had prospered us ; 
lest perchance we shared the fate of Dives in tor- 
ment, while Lazarus was enjoying the happiness of 
the blest. Let us conclude our series by repeat- 
ing that appeal, with a fresh application. There are 
present those who did not hear the first, but to whom 
the second will be better adapted. 

There are present, upon whom God has rained of 
His abundance the richest showers of intellectual 
wealth. The purple and fine linen of surpassing 
workmanship is theirs, the sumptuous fare of the 
banquet of the mind. 

This is your feast, my younger brethren, or may be 
1 
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80, if you please, " every day" of your sojourn within 
the walls of this place. More then must surely be 
expected of you by your Maker and Redeemer, than 
ever was looked for by Lazarus at the Rich man's 
gate! 

Oh, be not then coutented to give Him of the 
crumbs, which you want not yourselves ! That is no 
thank-offering from such as you ! Do not others 
give Him the same? 

It is your business to signalise your gift with ex- 
traordinary bounty, and unwonted magnificence. Oh, 
let it not then grieve you, thus early to dedicate to 
Him that pearl of inestimable price, which it is yonrs 
only to bestow. 

Let it not grudge yon to part freely with your 
substance, not now of the " unrighteous" perishable 
"mammon," but of the "true riches'" of the f^oul, the 
faithful obedience of the will, and submission of the 
spirit to the God who gave it; and Who, be well 
assured, will "accept the oblation," if made in the 
name of Hia Son our Lord, and will love, honour, 
and reward the cheerful giver. 
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After tlie above pages had been committed to the press, a 
pamphlet on the subject of Clerical Education ', by a dis- 
tinguished member of the Univeraity, was put into my hand, 
in which I see with pleasure tLat I am anticipated in one 
principal feature of the plan recommended in the Preface to 
this volume : I mean the proposed alteration of the time for 
commencing residence in the University, from October to 
February. This will on all accounts be considered, pro- 
bably, a more eligible plan than that suggested by Professor 
Peacock, of transferring the period for graduating, from the 
beginning of the Lent Term, as at present arranged, to the 
division of the Easter Term previous ; in either case the 
whole amount of residence would be the same, (namely nine 
complete Terms), while it cannot be doubted that the 
winter season is fur better adapted for the vigorous applica- 
tion of the intellect, while it also offers fewer causes for dis- 
traction from study tlian the later season into which it has 
been proposed to throw the examination '. 
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But tbese are points of detail, which would doubtless be 
wisely decided on by the Syndicate, whose ofSce it might 
be " to consider and report upon" the most advisable method 
to be adopted for carrying into effect an object that appears 
now likely to be taken up seriously by the Senate of the 
University. 

Individual members of that body can merely hope to 
suggest a few hints as they occur to themselves; it will 
require the united wisdom, and practical experience of 
many, to organise a well digested scheme, previously to its 
being brought into actual operation. Let us also add, that 
we have the fullest belief that a matter of this moment will 
not be overlooked by the distinguished committee, to wLom 
has been entrusted the responsible task of an examination 
into the University Statutes, with a view to their revision. 
Our entire deference to that body, and high respect for both 
the spirit and ability they bring to their undertaking, have 
influenced us, in the Preface to this volume, to abstain from 
noticing several blemishes, which the progress of time has 
induced upon the practice of the University ; but to remove 
which, it needs not to do more than return to the Jirat prin- 
ciples of our institution : — a course, we are well assured, not 
widely differing from that likely to be pursued by those on 
whose mature judgment, and honesty of purpose, all well 
wishers to our Univetsity so confidently repose. 

We would only further submit, in connexion with this sub- 
ject, that the present would appear a fit occasion for the 
establishing a Latin Professorship in this University', wiih 
a view more particularly to the instruction of Candidates 
for Orders, whose style of composition would in general 
be materially improved by an attention to the rules of 

' This lini been recently done at Oxford, we undergland, wiih ver; great 
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that elegant language. It cannot be too mucli deplored, 
that the overwhelming impoTtance at present attached to a 
knowledge of Greek, in our public examinations, and prizes, 
has had a gradual tendency to banish the cultivation of pure 
and chaste Latinity to a great extent from the University ; 
and though we are far from seeking to depreciate the former 
in comparison with the latter tongue, yet we cannot help 
expressing our opinion that in proportion as this undue 
preference to the Greek authors has been in operation, the 
higher degree of scholarship which belonged to the last 
generation has sensibly declined amongst us', and threatens 
to reduce us yearly to a still lower standard. 

It is needless to observe, wliat all, who make Theology 
their study, must have so repeatedly felt, how absolutely 
necessary is a very considerable knowledge of Latin, for a 
right understanding of the Fathers in that language, with 
the great body of admirable Divinity only accessible through 
the same channel. The various exercises, moreover, which 
are still required before proceeding in Divinity, demand not 
only an acquaintance wilh, but a degree of proficiency and 
readiness in the use of Latin, which it is to be feared the 
present amiable and learned occupant of the theological 
chair has but too often to regret that he fails to meet with 
in the successive respondents appearing from time to time 
before him in the public schools. 

I shall conclude by adding a Latin discourse, delivered 
from the University pulpit, preparatory to proceeding in 
Divinity according to the statute ; and in which the neces- 
sity for considering the subject of a theological education 
amongst us, is brought again before the University in the 

■ We believe ihol the licioua principle of edidng books will) English nolee, 
hss conlributrd not » little to the dcgetieming eSecU dd the Kholanliip of Ihe 



114 APPENDIX. 

way of exhortatioii ; from a conviction on the mind of the 
author, that no opportunity, however trifling, should be 
lost, of enforcing the deep moral obligation which rests upon 
our body, to entertain this question, as well as the expe- 
dienci/ of our ^^ adopting some immediate measures in 
respect to it, lest it fall into other and less competent 
hands \" 

^ Clerical Education, &c. p. 1. 
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IN JEDE BEATISSIMiE MARINE 



APUD CANTABR. HABITA. 



AD DIEM CINERUM, 



XXIVo FEBR. MDCCCXLI. 



I 2 



C O N C I O. 



In capite tertio D. Pauli ad R.OUANOS Epistolte, ad comma 
primum et secundum ita legitui : 

Ti oZv TO vipiiraiiy to5 'lovSaiov, Jt rlf }/ it^kcta rijs jTEpiro/i^c i 
IIdXu, Kara irana rpdirof, llpwTOV fiiv yap ort iTCioTiiiQiiaav 
Ta Xuym T'lii Qtou. 

Qucenam est ergo Jud^i preestantia! aut quse 
utilitaa ? Multa omnino. Primuin, quod eis credita aunt 



Cum tempus illud quadragesimale, quod hodie, 
Dei munere, iuimus, provocare 110s non solum ad 
pGenitentiam, sed etiam ad severam nostrummet ip- 
Borum examinationem soleat, ne prius a Deo judice- 
mur, quam ipsi nosmetipsos judicaverimus' ; videor 
mihi quiddam baud occaBioni isti incouvenieas tracta- 
tunis, si coram Deo in hac Sua ecclesia tcstiticatus 
fiiero, qua iu re potissimum causa mihi visa est, ob 
quam, humili et castigate animo, his diebus proster- 
namur, et veniam interim ex sumraa Dei clemeutia 
oremus. 




' Epist. I'"'D. Paul, ad Corinlh. xi. 31 
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Noil est fortasse, Acaderaici, cur niultum, (utnunc 
est,) de peccatis nostris commissis, ut aiunt, lugeamus : 
— non est, for asse, ut, in hoc die Cinerum, de gra- 
vissimis illis humana; naturse ofFensionibus, sive erga 
homines sive erga Deum patratis, valde conqueramur. 

Procul vero absit ut ob id videar glorificari ! cum 
omnia nimirum ex Dei gratia oriunda sint, omnia Deo 
Uni referenda. Ergo si, forte fortuna, Hujus bonitati 
debeamus, quod prsesens Universitatis nostrfe status, 
(quoad disciplinam, et mores, et res cuique liberali 
vetitas,) purior et honestior sit, quam hi sseculis 
prseteritis fuisse accepimus, non est cur in eo nimium 
glorificeraur, Acaderaici, sed potius Deo Optimo 
Maximo grates dignissimas agamus, et verba nostra 
factis, si potest fieri, exasquemus. 

Quinam enim f'ructus gratias agendi, nisi volun- 
tatem re comprobemus ? Nonne eodem redeunt Fides 
sine operibus, gratusque animus absque pignore aliquo 
solido et conveniente ? 

Quid ergo ? dicat hie aliquis, — annon satis haben- 
dum est, ad laudem Dei estollendam, si pubes nostra, 
labe carens, studiis et bonis artibus assidue incum- 
bat ? — Illud quidem baud spernendum esse liben- 
tissime confiteor; at illud tamen per se hand satis 
habendum esse nihilorainus contendo. 

Esto enim, ut absint ab hodiernis nostris discipulis 
fceda ilia crimina, contra qua; in statutis et publicis 
et prlvatis eautum est : de iis turpissimis loquimur, 
qua; olim in his placidis sedibus exstitisse, vel inde 
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colligi potest, quod contra ea lege provisum est : 
nempe de homieidiis, de adulteriis, de liBereei, de 
Isesa majestate, peijurio, furto notabili, inceBtu, fonii- 
catione tnanifeBta, et ceteris consimilibus peccatis. 

Esto, ut rarissime vel leviora qiiidem crimiua 
adspicimus. quo pertinet cautela ilia, ut ne quis 
"rixator sit, aut percussor, aut seditiosus, aut iioc- 
turnus deambulator. aut vagabundus in die, aut 
vehementer negligens in iis agendis ad qua;," vel 
" per Statuta Collegii" sui quisque, vel per morem et 
consuetudinem hujus AcaJemiEe "obligatur'." Se- 
quiturne inde ut puris manibus, puro pectore coram 
Deo Optimo Maximo liceat venire, et grcgea oostros, 
quasi agnum immaculatum, ad altaria deducere ? 

Equidem vereor ne sic responsum illud gravissi- 
mum, sicut olim Judsei, ita iios quoqne reporteraus : — 

Tic ynp i^^t'iti'ti Taura tK t<2v ^cifHui' u/Kcilv ', Quisnam 

VOS istoexpetivit? BStXvy/jd ^tii sort. — "Orav UTiivriTi 
Ttic T^eTpoCi a)rooTpti//(ii toi)? oip9a\nou^ /lov a^ u/xi^v ^. 

At, interpellet qulspiam, quoraum hsec tendunt? 
Quidnam cauaa; est cur nunc temporis pnecipue 
succenseat nobiscum Jebovah ? 

Paucis, pace hujus ccetus, pace Viri, — non doctrina 
magis omnigena, quaui Theologia etiam instructissi- 
mi, et in quem, tanquam alterum Fidei nostra; defen- 
aorem, omnium oculi turn donii tum foris conver- 
tuntur ;— panels inquani, pace hujuB, cxplicabo, qua 

' Coll. Christi Statuta, cap. iv, ' Isoi. cap, i. 12 — 25. 
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ill re laborare, (cum ceetera laudandus sit,) prssseus 
mihi status Academise videatur. 

Non de rebus commissis queror ; de omissis baud 
ffique tacendum est, si quia, veru3 Academiie suje 
amicus, si quis patrias, et ecclesiie, et Dei Iionoris, 
sine fiico amantigsimua est. 



Nonne, quod olim Israelitis, ita nobis hodie " sunt 
oracula divina concredita?" Nonne abinde oritur, 
si quam in cBeteras lu-bes "prsestantiam" habemus ? 
Nonne abinde "utiiitas" nostra, quod custodes sa- 
crorum constituti sumus ; quod claves Ecclesise nobis, 
quasi ostiariis et tutoribus, sunt commissre ? 

Quisnam autem bine proventus ? quis talenti redi- 
tus, quis ususfructus esbibetur ? Non enim dicam, 
quod adhue eo ventum sit, ut jure in no8 Christi 
erga PharisKos exprobratio ingeratur, " Vse vobis, 
quia abstulistis clavem scientise ; ipsi non iutroistis, 
et introeuntes prohibuistis' !" At illud, certe, Tereor 
ut effugiamus, quod nee introeuntibus viam rectam 
atque unicain demonstraverimus ; quod nee erroria 
semitas praimonuerimus ; nee baculum pedibuB, nee 
lumen oculis priebuerimus ; nee commeatum itineri 
idoneuni, nee verba hortationis, nee preces, nee 
vota, nee amicum consilium, nee quicquam deuique 
ex iis omnibus, quorum ad rem tarn difficilem ineun- 
dam occasio sit, praistiterimus. 



' Evang. Luc. xi. 52. 
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Pudet plura, Academici. Verbum, ut sapientibus, 
satis sit ! 

Age tandem, et tanquam ex somno expergisce- 
mini ! Sit hie dies simul pcenitentite, simul melioris 
rationis initium. " Circumspicit," — " cjrcumspieit," 
inquam, "et stimulat nos, materiamque eibi qujerit," 
non amicorum magis "indulgentia," quam inimico- 
ram odium et detestatio. Ne ergo nos nobis diutius 
deesse patiamur. 

Aliquando dies ille faustus et fortunatus illucescat, 
in quo rem, per multos annos motam, et multorum 
votis et sermonibus agitatam, jam tandem sub manus 
suscipiat Academia, nee prius ab incepto opere re- 
spiret, quam et finem et perfeetionem operis con- 
aecuta fuerit. 

Sic, inter tot res, vel nostria temporibus in melius 
promotas, inter ecientiEe literarumque bumanionim 
diligentissimam culturam, erit etiam ut locum suum 
partesque justas Theologite quoque studium assu- 
mat; jurentusque nostra sacris ordinibus destinata, 
(immo j'uventtis universa, quatenus per nos steterit,) 
disciplin£e cuidam propriae et legitimse incumbere 



Quod si tandem, utcunque sero, conabimur, dio- 
turaam Dei beuedictionem, quam hue usque exper- 
tam habemus, confidenter licebit sperare. Si longius 
omittamus, potest sane ut extrinsecus florere videa^ 
mur : potest, ut vel invidiam ob excelientem disci- 
plinam bonasque omnes artes deheamus, dum revera 



l^fi 



CONCIO AD CLERUM. 



mortiferam pestem intrinsecus alamus, et letbali 
morbo sensim furtimque consumaniur. 

Absit, precor, omen ! Meliora augurari et mens 
mea et officium jubet ; verborum autem meorum 
auspicium, facta vestra. Academic), et prudeutia, et 
maturum consilium aflirment, 

Faxit interea Deua ille Optimus Maximus, ut et 
hie, et omnes nostri conatus ad Nominis Sui honorem, 
Ecclesiffi Suas adjumentum, nostrumque omnium 
universHMjue gentis ChristiaiiB3 saKitem seternam 
evadant ; per Jesum Christum Dominum nostrum, 
Gui, una cum Patre, et Spiritu Sancto, sit majestas, 
et potentia, et gloria, et dominatio, in sfecula sa;cu- 
lorum. Amen. 

Gratia Domini nostri Jesu Christi, et caritas Dei, 
et communicatio Spiritus Saneti sit semper cum 
omnibus vobis. Amen. 
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